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Preamble

We, the people of Albania, proud and aware of estohy, with responsibility for the future,
and with faith in God and/or other universal values

with determination to build a social and democratate based on the rule of law, and to
guarantee the fundamental human rights and freedoms

with a spirit of tolerance and religious coexis&nc

with the pledge for the protection of human digratyd personhood, as well as for the
prosperity of the whole nation, for peace, welldggiculture and social solidarity,

with the centuries-old aspiration of the Albanigople for national identity and unity,

with a deep conviction that justice, peace, harmamy cooperation among nations are among
the highest values of humanity,

We establish this Constitution:
Part One - Basic Principles
Article 1

1. Albania is a parliamentary republic.



2. The Republic of Albania is a unitary and indivis State.

3. Governance is based on a system of electiohgtédree, equal, general and periodic.
Article 2

1. Sovereignty in the Republic of Albania belongshte people.

2. The people exercise sovereignty through theiresentatives or directly.

3. For the maintenance of peace and national stierthe Republic of Albania may take part
in a system of collective security, on the basia tdw approved by a majority of all the
members of the Assembly.

Article 3

The independence of the State and the integrittg d€rritory, dignity of the individual,
human rights and freedoms, social justice, cortgiital order, pluralism, national identity
and inheritance, religious coexistence, as wetloexistence with, and understanding of
Albanians for, minorities are the bases of thigeStahich has the duty of respecting and
protecting them.

Article 4

1. The law constitutes the basis and the boundeafitdee activity of the State.

2. The Constitution is the highest law in the Rdjuil Albania.

3. The provisions of the Constitution are direethplicable, except when the Constitution
provides otherwise.

Article 5
The Republic of Albania applies international ldattis binding upon it.
Article 6

The organization and functioning of the organs eomlated by this Constitution are
regulated by their respective laws, except whes@unstitution provides otherwise.

Article 7

The system of government in the Republic of Albasibased on the separation and
balancing of legislative, executive and judicialyaos.

Article 8

1. The Republic of Albania protects the nationghts of the Albanian people who live
outside its borders.



2. The Republic of Albania protects the rightstefaitizens with a temporary or permanent
residence outside its borders.

3. The Republic of Albania assures assistance lioafans who live and work abroad in
order to preserve and develop their ties with @gonal cultural inheritance.

Article 9

1. Political parties are created freely. Their migation shall conform with democratic
principles.

2. Political parties and other organizations, ttegpams and activity of which are based on
totalitarian methods, which incite and supportahgakligious, regional or ethnic hatred,
which use violence to take power or influence Spalecies, as well as those with a secret
character, are prohibited pursuant to the law.

3. The financial sources of parties as well ag tvgpenses are always made public.
Article 10

1. In the Republic of Albania there is no officialigion.

2. The State is neutral in questions of belief emiscience, and also, it guarantees the
freedom of their expression in public life.

3. The State recognizes the equality of religicusmunities.

4. The State and the religious communities mutuakpect the independence of one another
and work together for the good of each of themfandill.

5. Relations between the State and religious contresrare regulated on the basis of
agreements entered into between their represesedadivd the Council of Ministers. These
agreements are ratified by the Assembly.

6. Religious communities are juridical persons.yrhave independence in the administration
of their properties according to their principlages and canons, to the extent that interests of
third parties are not infringed.

Article 11

1. The economic system of the Republic of Albasibased on private and public property, as
well as on a market economy and on freedom of eoanactivity.

2. Private and public property are equally protedtg law.

3. Limitations on the freedom of economic activitgy be established only by law and for
important public reasons.

Article 12



1. The Armed Forces secure the independence abilngry, as well as protect its territorial
integrity and constitutional order.

2. The Armed Forces maintain neutrality in politigaestions and are subject to civilian
control.

3. No foreign military force may be situated in,pass through, the Albanian territory, as well
no Albanian military force may be sent abroad, gxts a law approved by a majority of all
members of the Assembly.

Article 13

Local government in the Republic of Albania is fded upon the basis of the principle of
decentralization of power and is exercised accgrthrthe principle of local autonomy.

Article 14

1. The official language in the Republic of Albarsalbanian.

2. The national flag is red with a two-headed bleagle in the center.

3. The seal of the Republic of Albania presentsdashield with a black, two-headed eagle in
the center. At the top of the shield, in gold cplsithe helmet of Skanderbeg.

4. The national anthem is "United Around Our Flag."
5. The National Holiday of the Republic of AlbamsaFlag Day, November 28.
6. The capital city of the Republic of Albania isana.

7. The form and dimensions of the national symhbiks.content of the text of the national
anthem, and their use shall be regulated by law.

Part Two - The Fundamental Human Rights and Freedom
Chapter | - General Principles
Article 15

1. The fundamental human rights and freedoms aligigible, inalienable, and inviolable and
stand at the basis of the entire juridical order.

2. The organs of public power, in fulfillment ofelih duties, shall respect the fundamental
rights and freedoms, as well as contribute to tiealization.

Article 16

1. The fundamental rights and freedoms and theslgthntemplated in this Constitution for
Albanian citizens are also valid for foreigners atateless persons in the territory of the



Republic of Albania, except for cases when the Gti®n specifically attaches the exercise
of particular rights and freedoms with Albanianzghship.

2. The fundamental rights and freedoms and theslgbntemplated in this Constitution are
valid also for juridical persons so long as thegnport with the general purposes of these
persons and with the core of these rights, freedamdsduties.

Article 17

1. The limitation of the rights and freedoms pr@ddor in this Constitution may be
established only by law for a public interest artfee protection of the rights of others. A
limitation shall be in proportion with the situatithat has dictated it.

2. These limitations may not infringe the esserfadd@rights and freedoms and in no case
may exceed the limitations provided for in the Fagan Convention on Human Rights.

Article 18

1. All are equal before the law.

2. No one may be unjustly discriminated againstéasons such as gender, race, religion,
ethnicity, language, political, religious or phitgshical beliefs, economic condition,

education, social status, or ancestry.

3. No one may be discriminated against for reasmgstioned in paragraph 2 if reasonable
and objective legal grounds do not exist.

Article 19

1. Everyone born of at least one parent with Albargitizenship gains automatically
Albanian citizenship. Albanian citizenship is gaireso for other reasons provided by law.

2. An Albanian citizen may not lose his citizenshagcept when he gives it up.
Article 20

1. Persons who belong to national minorities esera full equality before the law the
human rights and freedoms.

2. They have the right to freely express, withawihbition or compulsion, their ethnic,
cultural, religious and linguistic belonging. Thiegve the right to preserve and develop it, to
study and to be taught in their mother tongue, el ag unite in organizations and societies
for the protection of their interests and identity.

Chapter Il - Personal Rights and Freedoms

Article 21

The life of a person is protected by law.



Article 22

1. Freedom of expression is guaranteed.

2. The freedom of the press, radio and televisrergaaranteed.
3. Prior censorship of a means of communicatiqragibited.

4. The law may require the granting of authorizafiar the operation of radio or television
stations.

Article 23
1. The right to information is guaranteed.

2. Everyone has the right, in compliance with leawget information about the activity of
State organs, as well as of persons who exercate finctions.

3. Everybody is given the possibility to follow theeetings of collectively elected organs.
Article 24

1. Freedom of conscience and of religion is guaeoht

2. Everyone is free to choose or to change higioglior beliefs, as well as to express them
individually or collectively, in public or privatiéfe, through cult, education, practices or the

performance of rituals.

3. No one may be compelled or prohibited to takeé @anot in a religious community or in
religious practices or to make his beliefs or faittblic.

Article 25

No one may be subjected to cruel, inhuman or déggadrture, punishment or treatment.
Article 26

No one may be required to perform forced laborepkin cases of the execution of a judicial
decision, the performance of military service, ard service that results from a state of
emergency, war or natural disaster that threatansah life or health.

Article 27

1. No one's liberty may be taken away except ircdses and according to the procedures
provided by law.

2. Freedom of a person may not be limited, exaefite following cases:

a) when he is punished with imprisonment by a cdemieourt;



b) for failure to comply with the lawful orders tife court or with an obligation set by law;

c) when there are reasonable suspicions that hedmasnitted a criminal offense or to prevent
the commission by him of a criminal offense or égsape after its commission;

d) for the supervision of a minor for purposesddi@tion or for escorting him to a competent
organ;

e) when a person is the carrier of a contagiowsadis, mentally incompetent and dangerous
to society;

f) for illegal entry at State borders or in casédeportation or extradition.

3. No one may be deprived of liberty just becawsesmot in a condition to fulfill a
contractual obligation.

Article 28

1. Everyone whose liberty has been taken awayheasght to be notified immediately, in a
language that he understands, of the reasonsisomimsure, as well as the accusation made
against him. The person whose liberty has beemtakay shall be informed that he has no
obligation to make a declaration and has the tiglsbmmunicate immediately with a lawyer,
and he shall also be given the possibility to meahis rights.

2. The person whose liberty has been taken awagyr@iag to Article 27, paragraph 2,
subparagraph c), must be sent within 48 hours befgudge, who shall decide upon his pre-

trial detention or release not later than 48 hdnanm the moment he receives the documents
for review.

3. A person in pre-trial detention has the righappeal the judge's decision. He has the right
to be tried within a reasonable period of timewbé released on bail pursuant to law.

4. In all other cases, the person whose libertgkien away extrajudicially may address a
judge at anytime, who shall decide within 48 haegarding the legality of this action.

5. Every person whose liberty was taken away putsioaArticle 27, has the right to humane
treatment and respect for his dignity.

Article 29
1. No one may be accused or declared guilty ofmaircal act that was not considered as such
by law at the time of its commission, with the etien of cases, which at the time of their

commission, according to international law, consggitwar crimes or crimes against humanity.

2. No punishment may be given that is more sevene that which was contemplated by law
at the time of commission of the criminal act.

3. A favorable criminal law has retroactive effect.

Article 30



Everyone is considered innocent so long as his guilot proven by a final judicial decision.
Article 31
During a criminal proceeding, everyone has thetrigh

a) to be notified immediately and in detail of #eeusation made against him, of his rights, as
well as to have the possibility created to notify tamily or those close to him;

b) to have the time and sufficient facilities t@pare his defense;

c) to have the assistance without payment of alkasor, when he does not speak or
understand the Albanian language;

d) to be defended by himself or with the assistari@elegal defender chosen by him; to
communicate freely and privately with him, as vasdlto be assured of free defense when he
does not have sufficient means;

e) to question witnesses who are present and kotBegresentation of witnesses, experts and
other persons who can clarify the facts.

Article 32

1. No one may be obliged to testify against himsehis family or to confess his guilt.

2. No one may be declared guilty on the basis td dallected in an unlawful manner.
Article 33

1. No one may be denied the right to be heard bdfeing judged.

2. A person who is hiding from justice may not takivantage of this right.

Article 34

No one may be punished more than one time foraheescriminal act nor be tried again,
except for cases when the re-adjudication of tise eadecided on by a higher court, in the
manner specified by law.

Article 35

1. No one may be obliged, except when the law requi, to make public data connected
with his person.

2. The collection, use and making public of dataLdla person is done with his consent,
except for the cases provided by law.

3. Everyone has the right to become acquainted ddth collected about him, except for the
cases provided by law.



4. Everyone has the right to request the corredragxpunging of untrue or incomplete data
or data collected in violation of law.

Article 36

The freedom and secrecy of correspondence or &y nteans of communication are
guaranteed.

Article 37
1. The inviolability of the residence is guaranteed

2. Searches of a residence, as well as the prethgeare equivalent to it, may be done only
in the cases and manner provided by law.

3. No one may be subjected to a personal searsidew criminal proceeding, with the
exception of the cases of entry into the territmiryhe State and the leaving of it, or to avoid a
risk that threatens public security.

Article 38

1. Everyone has the right to choose his placesaflemce and to move freely to any part of
the territory of the State.

2. No one may be hindered to go freely out of ttadeS
Article 39
1. No Albanian citizen may be expelled from theitery of the State.

2. Extradition may be permitted only when it is eegsly provided in international
agreements, to which the Republic of Albania isgyp and only by judicial decision.

3. The collective expulsion of foreigners is pratad. The expulsion of individuals is
permitted under the conditions specified by law.

Article 40

Foreigners have the right of refuge in the Reputilidlbania according to law.
Article 41

1. The right of private property is guaranteed.

2. Property may be gained by gift, inheritancechase, or any other classical means
provided by the Civil Code.

3. The law may provide for expropriations or linib&s in the exercise of a property right
only for public interests.



4. The expropriations or limitations of a propeight that are equivalent to expropriation are
permitted only against fair compensation.

5. For disagreements connected with the exteriteo€bmpensation, a complaint may be filed
in court.

Article 42

1. The freedom, property, and rights recognizeithénConstitution and by law may not be
infringed without due process.

2. Everyone, to protect his constitutional and leigghts, freedoms, and interests, or in the
case of an accusation raised against him, hasgiieto a fair and public trial, within a
reasonable time, by an independent and impartiat apecified by law.

Article 43

Everyone has the right to appeal a judicial denista higher court, except when the
Constitution provides otherwise.

Article 44

Everyone has the right to be rehabilitated anafdemnified in compliance with law if he is
damaged because of an unlawful act, action orr&atlu act of the State organs.

Chapter Il - Political Rights and Freedoms
Article 45

1. Every citizen who has reached the age of 18) enethe date of the elections, has the right
to elect and to be elected.

2. Citizens who have been declared mentally incaempddy a final court decision do not
have the right to elect.

3. Conwvicts that are serving a sentence that deptivem of freedom have only the right to
elect.

4. The vote is personal, equal, free and secret.
Article 46
1. Everyone has the right to organize collectiielyany lawful purpose.

2. The registration of organizations or societresaurt is done according to the procedure
provided by law.

3. Organizations or societies that pursue uncanisiital purposes are prohibited pursuant to
law.



Article 47

1. Freedom of peaceful meetings and without arssyedl the participation in them is
guaranteed.

2. Peaceful meetings in squares and places ofqpasisage are held in conformity with the
law.

Article 48

Everyone, by himself or together with others, magat requests, complaints or comments to
the public organs, which are obliged to answehetime periods and conditions set by law.

Chapter IV - Economic, Social and Cultural Rightsl & reedoms

Article 49

1. Everyone has the right to earn the means afditay lawful work that he has chosen or
accepted himself. He is free to choose his pradesgilace of work, as well as his own
system of professional qualification.

2. Employees have the right to social protectiowork.

Article 50

Employees have the right to unite freely in labayamizations for the defense of their work
interests.

Article 51
1. The right of an employee to strike in connectoth work relations is guaranteed.

2. Limitations on particular categories of employe®ay be established by law to assure
essential social services.

Article 52

1. Everyone has the right to social security inage or when he is unable to work, according
to a system set by law.

2. Everyone, who remains without work for reasartependent of their volition, and has no
other means of support, has the right to assistander the conditions provided by law.

Article 53
1. Everyone has the right to get married and hdaendy.
2. Marriage and family enjoy special protectiorilod State.

3. The entering into and dissolution of marriageragulated by law.



Article 54

1. Children, the young, pregnant women and new arsthave the right to special protection
by the State.

2. Children born out of wedlock have equal rightswthose born within marriage.

3. Every child has the right to be protected fraolence, ill treatment, exploitation and their
use for work, especially under the minimum agenfork, which could damage their health
and morals or endanger their life or normal develept.

Article 55

1. Citizens enjoy in an equal manner the rightdalth care from the State.

2. Everyone has the right to health insurance @untsto the procedure provided by law.
Article 56

Everyone has the right to be informed for the statithe environment and its protection.
Article 57

1. Everyone has the right to education.

2. Mandatory school education is determined by law.

3. General high school public education is operafbr

4. Professional high school education and highacaiibn can be conditioned only on criteria
of abilities.

5. Mandatory education and general high schoola&thrcin public schools are free.

6. Pupils and students may also be educated iatprachools of all levels, which are created
and operated on the basis of law.

7. The autonomy and academic freedom of higheratahurcinstitutions are guaranteed by
law.

Article 58

1. Freedom of artistic creation and scientific egsh, placing in use, as well as profit from
their results are guaranteed for all.

2. Copyright is protected by law.
Chapter V - Social Objectives

Article 59



1. The State, within its constitutional powers #mel means at its disposal, aims to
supplement private initiative and responsibilitytwi

a) employment under suitable conditions for alkspes who are able to work;
b) fulfillment of the housing needs of its citizens
c) the highest possible standard of health, phiyaité mental;

d) education and qualification according to abibfychildren and the young, as well as
unemployed persons;

e) a healthy and ecologically adequate environrfugrine present and future generations;

f) rational exploitation of forests, waters, pastiand other natural resources on the basis of
the principle of sustainable development;

g) care and help for the aged, orphans and pergitimslisabilities;
h) development of sport and of recreation actisijtie

i) health rehabilitation, specialized education artdgration in society of disabled people, as
well as continual improvement of their living cotidns;

J) protection of national cultural heritage andtmadar care for the Albanian language.

2. Fulfilment of social objectives may not be clanfrdirectly in court. The law defines the
conditions and extent to which the realizationh&fste objectives can be claimed.

Chapter VI - People's Advocate
Article 60

1. The People's Advocate defends the rights, firesdand lawful interests of individuals
from unlawful or improper actions or failures td atthe organs of public administration.

2. The People's Advocate is independent in theceseeof his duties.

3. The People's Advocate has his own budget, wiecaidministers himself. He proposes the
budget pursuant to law.

Article 61

1. The People's Advocate is elected by three-fiffirell members of the Assembly for a five-
year period, with the right of reelection.

2. Any Albanian citizen with higher education, amith recognized knowledge and
recognized activity in the field of human rightsddaw may be the People's Advocate.

3. The People's Advocate enjoys the immunity afdge of the High Court.



4. The People's Advocate may not take part in atigigal party, carry on any other political,
State or professional activity, nor take part i@ thanagement organs of social, economic and
commercial organizations.

Article 62

1. The People's Advocate may be discharged onth@neasoned complaint of not less than
one-third of the Deputies.

2. In this case, the Assembly makes a decision thi#re-fifths of all its members.
Article 63
1. The People's Advocate presents an annual repfote the Assembly.

2. The People's Advocate reports before the Assewmltsén it is requested of him, and he
may request the Assembly to hear him on mattegeltermines important.

3. The People's Advocate has the right to makemmezendations and to propose measures
when he observes violations of human rights aretifsens by the public administration.

4. Public organs and officials are obligated tesprd to the People's Advocate all documents
and information requested by him.

Part Three - The Assembly
Chapter | - Election and Term
Article 64

1. The Assembly consists of 140 Deputies. One-rethBreputies are elected directly in
single-member electoral zones with an approximatebrer of voters. Forty Deputies are
elected from the multi-name lists of parties ortpapalitions according to their respective
order.

2. The total number of Deputies of a party or ayemalition shall be, to the closest possible
extent, proportional to the valid votes won by themthe national scale in the first round of
elections.

3. Parties that receive less than 2.5 per centpartgt coalitions that receive less than 4 per
cent, of the valid votes on the national scalédafirst round of elections do not benefit from
their respective multi-name lists.

Article 65

1. The Assembly is elected for four years.

2. Elections for the Assembly are held within 6@B@days before the end of the mandate and
not later than 45 days after its dissolution.



3. The mandate of the Assembly continues untifitlsemeeting of the new Assembly. In this
interval, the Assembly may not issue laws or taée@sions, except when extraordinary
measures have been established.

Article 66

The mandate of the Assembly is extended only ircise of war and for so long as it
continues.

When the Assembly is dissolved, it recalls itself.
Article 67

1. The newly elected Assembly is called to itstfimeeting by the President of the Republic
no later than 20 days from the conclusion of tleet@ns.

2. If the President of the Republic does not eserthis power, the Assembly must convene
itself within 10 days from the end of the term gdw®d in paragraph 1 of this article.

Chapter Il -The Deputies
Article 68

1. Candidates for Deputy may be presented onlydtifigal parties, coalitions of parties, and
voters.

2. The rules for the designation of candidateDeputy, for the organization and conduct of
the elections, as well as the definition of ele@ta@ones and the conditions of validity for
elections, are regulated by the electoral law.

Article 69

1. Without resigning from duty, the following magtrrun as candidates nor be elected
Deputies:

a) judges, prosecutors;

b) military servicemen on active duty;

c) staff of the police and of National Security;
d) diplomatic by law.next?;

e) chairmen of municipalities and communes as agfirefects in the places where they carry
out their duties;

f) chairmen and members of the electoral commission

g) the President of the Republic and the high w@iscof the State Administration
contemplated



2. A mandate gained in violation of paragraph thaf article is invalid.
Article 70
1. Deputies represent the people and are not bloyiady obligatory mandate.

2. Deputies may not simultaneously exercise angrgthblic duty with the exception of that
of a member of the Council of Ministers. Other casktincompatibility are specified by law.

3. Deputies may not carry out any profit-making\agt that stems from the property of the
State or of local government, nor may they acqthiedr property.

4. For every violation of paragraph 3 of this detjon the motion of the chairman of the
Assembly or one-tenth of its members, the Asserdbbides on sending the issue to the
Constitutional Court, which determines the inconipkiy.

Article 71

1. The mandate of the Deputy begins on the day Wwkes declared elected by the respective
electoral commission.

2. The mandate of the Deputy ends or is invalidhasase may be:
a) when he does not take the oath;
b) when he resigns from the mandate;

c) when one of the conditions of inelectability tamplated in Articles 69, and 70,
paragraphs 2 and 3 is ascertained;

d) when the mandate of the Assembly ends;

e) when he is absent for more than six consecutimaths in the Assembly without reason.
f) when he is convicted by a final court decision¢dommitment of a crime.

Article 72

Before beginning the exercise of the mandate, theuldes take the oath in the Assembly.
Article 73

1. A Deputy does not bear responsibility for opim@xpressed in the Assembly and votes
given. This provision is not applicable in the casdefamation.

2. A Deputy may not be criminally prosecuted withthe authorization of the Assembly.
Authorization is also required when he is to bested.

3. A Deputy may be detained or arrested without@ugation when he is apprehended during
or immediately after the commission of a seriouser In these cases, the General Prosecutor



immediately notifies the Assembly, which, whenetermines that the proceeding is
misplaced, decides to lift the measure.

4. For issues contemplated in paragraphs 2 arite 3A¢sembly decides by secret vote.
Chapter Ill - Organization and Functioning
Article 74

1. The Assembly conducts its annual work in tweses. The first session begins on the
third Monday of January and the second sessioh@first Monday of September.

2. The Assembly meets in extraordinary session vitisrrequested by the President of the
Republic, the Prime Minister or by one-fifth of glle Deputies.

3. Extraordinary sessions are called by the Speafkiie Assembly on the basis of a defined
agenda.

Article 75
1. The Assembly elects and discharges its chairman.

2. The Assembly is organized and functions accgrtbrregulations approved by the
majority of all the members.

Article 76

1. The Chairman chairs debates, directs the waedyras respect for the rights of the
Assembly and its members, as well as represeni&gsembly in relations with others.

2. The highest civil employee of the Assembly i @eneral Secretary.

3. Other services necessary for the functionintpefAssembly are carried out by other
employees, as is specified in the internal reguati

Article 77

1. The Assembly elects standing committees fromait&s and may also establish special
committees.

2. The Assembly has the right and, upon the remqfeste-fourth of its members is obliged,
to designate investigatory committees to revievarigular issue. Its conclusions are not
binding on the courts, but they may be made knawnthé office of the prosecutor, which
evaluates them according to legal procedures.

3. Investigatory committees operate according éopttocedures set by law.

Article 78



1. The Assembly decides with a majority of votesthie presence of more than half of its
members, except for the cases where the Constitptmvides for a qualified majority.

2. Meetings of the Deputies, which are convenetiout being called in accordance to the
regulations, do not have any effect.

Article 79

1. Meetings of the Assembly are open.

2. At the request of the President of the Repulilie,Prime Minister or one-fifth of the
Deputies, meetings of the Assembly may be closéeéyva majority of all its members have
voted in favor of it.

Article 80

1. The Prime Minister and any other member of tbaril of Ministers is obligated to
answer interpellances and questions of the Depwitbin three weeks.

2. A member of the Council of Ministers has thentitp take part in meetings of the
Assembly or of its committees; he is given the flabenever he requests it.

3. The heads of State institutions, on request@prliamentary committees, give
explanations and inform on specific issues of thetivity to the extent that law permits.

Chapter IV - The Legislative Process
Article 81

1. The Council of Ministers, every Deputy, and 20,@lectors each have the right to propose
laws.

2. The following are approved by three-fifths dfraembers of the Assembly:

a) the laws for the organization and operatiorhefihstitutions provided for in the
Constitution;

b) the law on citizenship;

c) the law on general and local elections;

d) the law on referenda,;

e) the codes;

f) the law for the state of emergency;

g) the law on the status of public functionaries;

h) the law on amnesty;



i) the law on administrative divisions of the Rejcib
Article 82

1. The proposal of laws, when this is the caset@uwsays be accompanied by a report that
justifies the financial expenses for its impleméota

2. No non-governmental draft law that makes necgssaincrease in the expenses of the
State budget or diminishes income may be approviebut taking the opinion of the Council
of Ministers, which must be given within 30 daysrir the date of receiving the draft law.

3. If the Council of Ministers does not give anwaswithin the above term, the draft law
passes for review according to the normal procedure

Article 83

1. A draft law is voted on three times: in prineiparticle by article, and in its entirety.

2. The Assembly may, at the request of the Cowidyinisters or one-fifth of all the
Deputies, review and approve a draft law with apeeikted procedure, but not sooner than

one week from the beginning of the procedure oiexgv

3. The expedited procedure is not permitted fordveew of the draft laws contemplated in
Article 81, paragraph 2, with the exception of safagraph "f."

Article 84

1. President of the Republic promulgates the apgatdaw within 20 days from its
presentation.

2. A law is deemed promulgated if the PresiderihefRepublic does not exercise the rights
provided for in paragraph 1 of this article angbaragraph 1 of Article 85.

3. A law enters into force with the passage ofless than 15 days after its publication in the
Official Journal.

4. In the case of extraordinary measures, as wetl aases of necessity and emergency, when
the Assembly decides with a majority of all its nmrs and the President of the Republic
gives his consent, a law may enter into force imatety, but only after it is made known
publicly. The law must be published in the firstmher of the Official Journal.

Article 85

1. The President of the Republic has the righetarn a law for review only once.

2. The decree of the President for the reviewlafraloses its effect when a majority of all the
members of the Assembly vote against it.

Part Four - The President of the Republic



Article 86
1. The President of the Republic is the Head afeStad represents the unity of the people.

2. Only an Albanian citizen by birth who has beersdent in Albania for not less than the
past 10 years and who has reached the age of 4benalgcted President.

Article 87

1. A candidate for President is proposed to theesuddy by a group of not less than 20 of its
members. A member is not permitted to take pamane than one proposing group.

2. The President of the Republic is elected byetemte and without debate by the Assembly
by a majority of three-fifths of all its members.

3. When this majority is not reached in the firsting, a second voting takes place within 7
days from the day of the first voting.

4. When this majority is not reached even in theosd voting, a third voting takes place
within 7days.

5. When there is more than one candidate and niathem has received the required
majority, within 7 days, a fourth voting takes @ametween the two candidates who have
received the greatest number of votes.

6. If even in the fourth voting neither of the taandidates has received the required majority,
a fifth one takes place.

7. If even in the fifth voting neither of the twaradidates has received the required majority,
the Assembly is dissolved and new general electiakes place within 60 days.

8. The new Assembly elects the President pursoahetprocedure contemplated by
paragraphs 1to 7 of this article. If even the nesgénbly does not elect the President, the
Assembly is dissolved and new general elections pdd&ce within 60 days.

9. The subsequent Assembly elects the Presideéhedepublic by a majority of all its
members.

Article 88

1. The President of the Republic is in every cdseted for 5 years, with the right of
reelection only once.

2. The procedure for the election of the Presitegins no later than 30 days before the end
of the previous presidential mandate.

3. The President begins his duties after he tdiesdth before the Assembly, but not before
the mandate of the President who is leaving has bempleted. The President swears as
follows:



"I swear that | will obey to the Constitution aravs of the country, that | will respect the
rights and freedoms of citizens, protect the indeleace of the Republic, and I will serve the
general interest and the progress of the Albaneopl." The President may add: "So help
me God!"

4. A President who resigns before the end of hisdatge may not be a candidate in the
presidential election that takes place after rsgyreation.

Article 89

The President of the Republic may not hold anympiblic duty, may not be a member of a
party or carry out other private activity.

Article 90

1. The President of the Republic is not responddl@cts carried out in the exercise of his
duty.

2. The President of the Republic may be dischafgeserious violations of the Constitution
and for the commission of a serious crime. In tleases, a proposal for the discharge of the
President may be made by not less than one-fofittteanembers of the Assembly and must
be supported by not less than two-thirds of aliitsmbers.

3. The decision of the Assembly is sent to the Gtwnal Court, which, when it verifies the
guilt of the President of the Republic, declaresdischarge from duty.

Article 91

1. When the President of the Republic is tempgramlable to exercise his functions or his
place remains vacant, the Chairman of the AssetakBs his place and exercises his powers.

2. In case the President cannot exercise his dutybre than 60 days, the Assembly by two-
thirds of all its members decides on sending theado the Constitutional Court, which
verifies conclusively the fact of his incapacity.dase of verification of incapacity, the place
of the President remains vacant and the electidheohew President begins within 10 days
from the date of verification of incapacity.

Article 92

The President also exercises these powers:

a) addresses messages to the Assembly;

b) exercises the right of pardon according to &we |

c) grants Albanian citizenship and permits it togbeen up according to the law;

d) gives decorations and titles of honor accordintie law;

e) accords the highest military ranks accordinthé&law;



f) on the proposal of the Prime Minister, he appoand withdraws plenipotentiary
representatives of the Republic of Albania to o#ftates and international organizations;

g) accepts letters of credentials and the withdraivdiplomatic representatives of other
states and international organizations accreddae¢dd Republic of Albania;

h) signs international agreements according tdaive

i) upon proposal of the Prime Minister, he appothtsdirector of the intelligence service of
the State;

J) nominates the Chairman of the Academy of Scisrag®l the rectors of universities
pursuant to law;

k) sets the date of the elections for the Assenfbhthe organs of local power and for the
conduct of referenda,;

) requests opinions and information in writingrfirdhe directors of State institutions for
issues that have to do with their duties.

Article 93
The President of the Republic, in the exercisei®pbwers, issues decrees.
Article 94

The President of the Republic may not exerciserqibeers besides those recognized
expressly in the Constitution and granted by lasgsi@d in compliance with it.

Part Five - The Council of Ministers
Article 95

1. The Council of Ministers consists of the Primaigter, Deputy Prime Minister, and
Ministers.

2. The Council of Ministers exercises every Statecfion that is not given to other organs of
State power or to local government.

Article 96
1. The President of the Republic, at the beginoing legislature, as well as when the
position of Prime Minister remains vacant, appothtsPrime Minister on the proposal of the

party or coalition of parties that has the majoafyseats in the Assembly.

2. If the Prime Minister appointed is not approbgdhe Assembly, the President appoints a
new Prime Minister within 10 days.



3. If even the newly appointed Prime Minister i$ approved by the Assembly, the Assembly
elects another Prime Minister within 10 days. lis tase, the President appoints the new
Prime Minister.

4. If the Assembly fails to elect a new Prime Miarsthe President of the Republic dissolves
the Assembly.

Article 97

The Prime Minister appointed according to Artick 8rticle 104 or Article 105 presents to
the Assembly for approval, within 10 days, the ppjprogram of the Council of Ministers
together with its composition.

Article 98

1. A Minister is appointed and dismissed by thesilent of the Republic, on the proposal of
the Prime Minister, within 7 days.

2. The decree is reviewed by the Assembly withiags.
Article 99

Before beginning duties, the Prime Minister, Depatyne Minister, and Ministers swear
before the President of the Republic.

Article 100
1. The Council of Ministers defines the principakdtions of the general State policy.

2. The Council of Ministers takes decisions upanphoposal of the Prime Minister or the
respective Minister.

3. Meetings of the Council of Ministers are closed.

4. Acts of the Council of Ministers are valid whgigned by the Prime Minister and the
proposing Minister.

5. The Council of Ministers issues decisions arstruttions.

Article 101

The Council of Ministers, in cases of necessity amgrgency, may issue, under its
responsibility, normative acts having the forcéan¥ for taking temporary measures. These
normative acts are immediately submitted to theesAdgdy, which is convened within 5 days
if it is not in session. These acts lose forceogattively if they are not approved by the
Assembly within 45 days.

Article 102

1. The Prime Minister:



a) represents the Council of Ministers and chésrsnieetings;

b) outlines and presents the principal directiodngemeral State policy and is responsible for
them;

c) assures the implementation of legislation aricties approved by the Council of
Ministers;

d) coordinates and supervises the work of the mesrifehe Council of Minister and other
institutions of the central State administration;

e) performs other duties prescribed in the Cortgiittand the laws.

2. The Prime Minister resolves disagreements betWwéaisters.

3. The Prime Minister, in the exercise of his payésues orders.

4. The Minister, within the principal directions géneral State policy, directs, under his
responsibility, actions for which he has powerse Minister, in the exercise of his powers,
issues orders and instructions.

Article 103

1. Anyone who has the capacity to be a Deputy neagdpointed a Minister.

2. A Minister may not exercise any other State fiomcnor be a director or member of the
organs of for-profit companies.

3. Members of the Council of Ministers enjoy thamnomity of a Deputy.

Article 104

1. If a motion of confidence presented by the Privingister is refused by a majority of all the
members of the Assembly, the Assembly elects anéthme Minister within 15 days. In this

case, the President appoints the new Prime Minister

2. When the Assembly does not succeed in electmgnaPrime Minister, the President of the
Republic dissolves the Assembly.

3. The vote for the motion cannot be done if tidtags have not passed from the day it was
presented.

Article 105
1. In cases where a motion of no confidence presgdny one-fifth of the members of the
Assembly is approved by the majority of all its nmars, the Assembly elects another Prime

Minister within 15 days. In this case, the Presidgpoints the new Prime Minister.

2. When the Assembly fails to elect the new Primeisfer, the President of the Republic
dissolves the Assembly.



3. The vote for the motion cannot be done if tidags have not passed from the day it was
presented.

Article 106

The Prime Minister and the Ministers are obligatedtay on duty until the appointment of
the new Council of Ministers.

Article 107
1. Public employees apply the law and are in tineice of the people.

2. Employees in the public administration are dekthrough examinations, except when the
law provides otherwise.

3. Guarantees of tenure and legal treatment ofipabiployees are regulated by law.
Part Six - Local Government
Article 108

1. The units of local government are communes ariampalities and regions. Other units of
local government are regulated by law.

2. The territorial-administrative division of theits of local government are established by
law on the basis of mutual economic needs anddsteiand historical tradition. Their borders
may not be changed without first taking the opinadthe inhabitants.

3. Communes and municipalities are the basic whitscal government. They perform all the
duties of self-government, with the exception afsh that the law gives to other units of local
government.

4. Self-government in the local units is exercidgdugh their representative organs and local
referenda. The principles and procedures for tgaraezation of local referenda are provided
by law in accordance with Article 151, paragraph 2.

Article 109

1. The representative organs of the basic uniksaall government are councils that are
elected every three years by general direct elestimd with secret voting.

2. The executive organ of a municipality or commig#he Chairman, who is elected directly
by the people in the manner contemplated in papdgieof this article.

3. Only citizens who have a permanent residentleanerritory of the respective local entity
have the right to be elected to the local courasild as chairman of the municipality or
commune.



4. The organs of local government units have thiet io form unions and joint institutions
with one another for the representation of theenests, to cooperate with local units of other
countries, and also to be represented in intemaltiorganizations of local powers.

Article 110

1. A region consists of several basic units of lgoawernment with traditional, economic and
social ties and joint interests.

2. The region is the unit in which regional polgigre constructed and implemented and
where they are harmonized with State policy.

3. The representative organ of the region is thggd®al Council. Municipalities and
communes delegate members to the Regional Cowngibportion to their population, but
always at least one member. The chairmen of comsnané municipalities are always
members of the Regional Council. Other memberelaeed through proportional lists from
among the municipal or communal councillors bythespective councils.

4. The Regional Council has the right to issue irded decisions with general obligatory
force for the region.

Article 111
1. The units of local government are juridical pers

2. The units of local government have an indepenedget, which is created in the manner
provided by law.

Article 112

1. Units of local government may be delegated laypawers of State administration.
Expenses that are incurred in the exercise of ¢fhegdtion are covered by the State.

2. Only duties in compliance with law or accordingagreements entered into by them may
be put to the organs of local government. The ex@&that are connected with the duties put
by law to the organs of local government are calénethe budget of the State.

Article 113

1. The councils of the communes, municipalities @agions:

a) regulate and administer in an independent mdonalissues within their jurisdiction;

b) exercise the rights of ownership, administeannndependent manner the income created,
and also have the right to exercise economic agtivi

c) have the right to collect and spend the incdma¢is necessary for the exercise of their
functions;

d) have the right, in compliance with law, to e$isiblocal taxes as well as their level;



e) establish rules for their organization and fioréhg in compliance with law;

f) create symbols of local government as well aallditles of honor;

g) undertake initiatives for local issues before tingans defined by law.

2. The organs of units of local government issuedtives, decisions and orders.

3. The rights of self-government of the units afdbgovernment are protected in court.
Article 114

The Council of Ministers appoints a prefect in gvegion as its representative. The powers
of the prefect are defined by law.

Article 115

1. A directly elected organ of a local governmemit may be dissolved or discharged by the
Council of Ministers for serious violations of tB@nstitution or the laws.

2. The dissolved or discharged organ has the tigbdbmplain, within 15 days, to the
Constitutional Court, and in this case, the deaisibthe Council of Ministers is suspended.

3. If the right to complain is not exercised withis days, or when the Constitutional Court
upholds the decision of the Council of Ministehg President of the Republic sets a date for
holding of elections of the respective unit of logavernment.

Part Seven - Normative Acts and International Agreets

Chapter | - Normative Acts

Article 116

1. Normative acts that are effective in the ertereitory of the Republic of Albania are:

a) the Constitution;

b) ratified international agreements;

c) the laws;

d) normative acts of the Council of Ministers.

2. Acts that are issued by the organs of local p@ase effective only within the territorial
jurisdiction exercised by these organs.

3. Normative acts of Ministers and steering orgafnsther central institutions of the State are
effective in the entire territory of the RepublicAdbania within the sphere of their
jurisdiction.



Article 117

1. The laws, normative acts of the Council of Miers, Ministers, other central State
institutions, acquire juridical force only afterethare published in the Official Journal.

2. The promulgation and publication of other notiwetcts is done according to the manner
provided by law.

3. International agreements that are ratified ydae promulgated and published according
to the procedures that are provided for laws. Tieenplgation and publication of other
international agreements is done according to law.

Article 118

1. Subordinate legal acts are issued on the baaisdofor implementation of the laws by the
organs provided in the Constitution.

2. A law must authorize the issuance of subordilegal acts, designate the competent organ,
the issues that are to be regulated, as well gsriheiples on the basis of which these
subordinate legal acts are issued.

3. The organ authorized by law to issue subordilegfal acts as specified in paragraph 2 of
this article may not delegate its power to anotrgan.

Article 119

1. The rules of the Council of Ministers, of thenistries and other central State institutions,
as well as orders of the Prime Minister, of the isters and heads of other central
institutions, have an internal character and amdibg only on the administrative entities that
are subordinate to these organs.

2. These acts are issued on the basis of law agdhaotaserve as a basis for taking decisions
connected with individuals and other subjects.

3. The rules and orders are issued on the bassmdffor implementation of, acts that have
general juridical force.

Article 120

The principles and procedures for the issuanceddi ljuridical acts are provided by law.
Chapter Il - International Agreements

Article 121

1. The ratification and denunciation of internaibagreements by the Republic of Albania is
done by law if they have to do with:

a) territory, peace, alliances, political and raiijt issues;



b) freedoms, human rights and obligations of citszas are provided in the Constitution;
¢) membership of the Republic of Albania in inté¢imi@al organizations;

d) the undertaking of financial obligations by Republic of Albania;

e) the approval, amendment, supplementing or rejjdais.

2. The Assembly may, with a majority of all its meens, ratify other international
agreements that are not contemplated in paragraplihis article.

3. The Prime Minister notifies the Assembly whenahe Council of Ministers sign an
international agreement that is not ratified by.law

4. The principles and procedures for ratificatiod @enunciation of international agreements
are provided by law.

Article 122

1. Any international agreement that has been eatifonstitutes part of the internal juridical
system after it is published in the Official Jourobthe Republic of Albania. It is
implemented directly, except for cases when iisself-executing and its implementation
requires issuance of a law. The amendment, suppkamyeand repeal of laws approved by
the majority of all members of the Assembly, foe #ffect of ratifying an international
agreement, is done with the same majority.

2. An international agreement that has been rdtlfielaw has superiority over laws of the
country that are not compatible with it.

3. The norms issued by an international organindt@ve superiority, in case of conflict, over
the laws of the country if the agreement ratifigdtee Republic of Albania for its
participation in the organization expressly conttatgs their direct applicability.

Article 123

1. The Republic of Albania, on the basis of intéioraal agreements, delegates to
international organizations state powers for spe@kues.

2. The law that ratifies an international agreenaanprovided in paragraph 1 of this article is
approved by a majority of all members of the Assigmb

3. The Assembly may decide that the ratificatioswth an agreement be done through a
referendum.

Part Eight - Constitutional Court
Article 124

1. The Constitutional Court guarantees respedh®iConstitution and makes final
interpretations of it.



2. The Constitutional Court is subject only to @enstitution.
Article 125

1. The Constitutional Court is composed of 9 mempb&hich are appointed by the President
of the Republic with the consent of the Assembly.

2. Judges are named for 9 years without the r@gbetreelected, among lawyers with high
gualification and with work experience not lessitli® years in the profession.

3. One-third of the composition of the Constituib@ourt is renewed every 3 years,
according to the procedure determined by law.

4. The Chairman of the Constitutional Court is apgeal from the ranks of its members by
the President of the Republic with the consenhefAssembly for a 3-year term.

5. The judge of the Constitutional Court continb&sduty until the appointment of his
Successor.

Article 126

The judge of the Constitutional Court cannot benarally prosecuted without the consent of
the Constitutional Court. The judge of the Consitiual Court can be detained or arrested
only if apprehended in the commission of a crim@monediately after its commission. The
competent organ immediately notifies the Consbuai Court. If the Constitutional Court
does not give its consent within 24 hours to séedatrrested judge to court, the competent
organ is obliged to release him.

Article 127

1. The term of a judge of the Constitutional Cauntls when he:

a) is sentenced with a final decision for commisiba crime;

b) does not show up for duty, without reason, forerthan 6 months;

c) reaches 70 years of age;

d) resigns;

e) is declared incompetent to act with a final ¢iadidecision.

2. The end of the term of a judge is declared wittecision of the Constitutional Court.

3. If the seat of a judge is vacant, the Presidétiie Republic with the consent of the
Assembly appoints a new judge, who remains on doty the mandate of the dismissed

judge ends.

Article 128



The judge of the Constitutional Court can be renddvem office by the Assembly by two-
thirds of all its members for violations of the Gtitution, commission of a crime, mental or
physical incapacity, acts and behavior that selyodiscredit the position and reputation of a
judge. The decision of the Assembly is reviewedhgyConstitutional Court, which, upon
verification of the existence of one of these gutajrdeclares the removal from duty of the
member of the Constitutional Court.

Article 129

The judge of the Constitutional Court starts thtydiiter he makes an oath in front of the
President of the Republic.

Article 130

Being a judge of the Constitutional Court is incatiple with any other State, political or
private activity.

Article 131
The Constitutional Court decides on:

a) compatibility of the law with the Constitutionwith international agreements as provided
in Article 122;

b) compatibility of international agreements wille tConstitution, prior to their ratification;

c) compatibility of normative acts of the centratidocal organs with the Constitution and
international agreements;

d) conflicts of competencies between powers, atagdbetween central government and
local government;

e) constitutionality of the parties and other pcdit organizations, as well as their activity,
according to Article 9 of this Constitution;

f) dismissal from duty of the President of the Rapuand verification of the impossibility for
him to exercise his functions;

g) issues related with the election and incompagbn exercising the functions of the
President of the Republic and of the Deputies, @ltas the verification of their election;

h) constitutionality of the referendum and verifioa of its results;
i) final adjudication of the individual complainfsr the violation of their constitutional rights
to due process of law, after all legal means fergiotection of those rights have been

exhausted.

Article 132



1. The decisions of the Constitutional Court hageagal binding force and are final. The
Constitutional Court only has the right to invatieléhe acts it reviews.

2. The decisions of the Constitutional Court eimidorce the day of their publication in the
Official Gazette. Constitutional Court can decillattthe law or normative act is to be
invalidated on another date. The minority opinians published together with the decision.

Article 133

1. Acceptance of complaints for judgement is detiem a number of judges as determined
by law.

2. The Constitutional Court decides with the mayooif all its members.
Article 134

1. The Constitutional Court is put into motion ooly the request of:

a) the President of the Republic;

b) the Prime Minister;

c) not less than one-fifth of the Deputies;

d) the Chairman of High State Control;

e) every court according to Article 145, paragramf this Constitution;
f) the People's Advocate;

g) organs of the local government;

h) organs of religious communities;

i) political parties and other organizations;

J) individuals.

2. The subjects provided for in subparagraphg'f"h’, 'i', and ' of paragraph 1 of this dgic
may make a request only for issues related witin hierests.

Part Nine - The Courts
Article 135

1. The judicial power is exercised by the High Gpas well as the courts of appeal and
courts of first instance, which are establishedalny

2. The Assembly may establish by law courts fotipalar fields, but in no case an
extraordinary court.



Article 136

1. The members of the High Court are appointechbyPresident of the Republic with the
consent of the Assembly.

2. One of the members is appointed Chairman foligwihe procedure contemplated by
paragraph 1 of this article.

3. The Chairman and members of the High Court tiw@dffice for 9 years without the right
of re-appointment.

4. The other judges are appointed by the Presafehe Republic upon the proposal of the
High Council of Justice.

5. Judges may only be citizens with higher legalcation. The conditions and procedures for
selection are defined by law.

Article 137

1. A judge of the High Court may be criminally peosted only with the approval of the
Assembly.

2. A judge of the High Court may be detained oested only if apprehended in the course of
committing a crime or immediately after its comnoss The competent organ immediately
notifies the Constitutional Court. If the Constitutal Court does not consent within 24 hours
to the sending of the arrested judge before a cthetcompetent organ is obliged to release
him.

3. Other judges may be criminally prosecuted orith whe approval of the High Council of
Justice.

4. A judge may be detained or arrested only if appnded in the course of committing a
crime or immediately after its commission. The cetept organ immediately notifies the

High Council of Justice. If the High Council of Jige does not consent within 24 hours to the
sending of the arrested judge before a court, dhgpetent organ is obliged to release him.
Article 138

The time a judge stays on duty cannot be limitlkéirtpay and other benefits cannot be
lowered.

Article 139

1. The term of a High Court judge ends when he:

a) is convicted of a crime with a final judicialaigion;

b) does not appear for duty without reason for ntioa® 6 months;

c) reaches the age of 65;



d) resigns;

e) is declared incompetent to act with a final ¢ialidecision.

2. The end of the term of a judge is declared witlecision of the High Court.

Article 140

A judge of the High Court may be discharged byAssembly with two-thirds of all its
members for violation of the Constitution, commussof a crime, mental or physical
incapacity, or acts and behavior that seriouslgrdidit the position and image of a judge. The
decision of the Assembly is reviewed by the Coustihal Court, which, upon verification of
the existence of one of these grounds, declaredisutbarge from duty.

Article 141

1. The High Court has original and review jurisdint It has original jurisdiction when
adjudicating criminal charges against the Presidéttie Republic, the Prime Minister,
members of the Council of Ministers, Deputies, gslgf the High Court, and judges of the

Constitutional Court.

2. For a unification or change of judicial practittee High Court has the right to select
specific judicial issues for examination in thenfocollege.

Article 142

1. Judicial decisions must be reasoned.

2. The High Court must publish its decisions ad a&lthe minority opinions.
3. The organs of the State are obliged to execudlieial decisions.

Article 143

Being a judge is not compatible with any other &tpblitical or private activity.
Article 144

The courts have a special budget, which they adit@inthemselves. They propose their
budget according to law.

Article 145

1. Judges are independent and subject only to dnst@ution and the laws.

2. If judges find that a law comes into conflictlwthe Constitution, they do not apply it. In
this case, they suspend the proceedings and semsktre to the Constitutional Court.

Decisions of the Constitutional Court are obliggtfmr all courts.

3. Interference in the activity of the courts og fdges entails liability according to law.



Article 146

1. Judges give decisions in the name of the Reqpubli

2. In every case judicial decisions are announcddigly.

Article 147

1. The High Council of Justice consists of the eie# of the Republic, the Chairman of the
High Court, the Minister of Justice, 3 members &ddy the Assembly, and 9 judges of all
levels who are elected by the National Judicialf€mance. Elected members stay in office for
5 years, without the right of immediate reelection.

2. The President of the Republic is the ChairmatmeiHigh Council of Justice.

3. The High Council of Justice, with the propodaihe President, elects a vice-chairman
from its ranks. The vice-chairman organizes theviagtof the High Council of Justice and

chairs its meetings in the absence of the Presmfahte Republic.

4. The High Council of Justice decides on the fiemsf the judges as well as their
disciplinary responsibility pursuant to law.

5. The transfer of judges may not be done withleir tconsent, except when the needs of
reorganization of the judicial system dictate this.

6. A judge may be removed from office by the Higbu@cil of Justice for commission of a
crime, mental or physical incapacity, acts and bemahat seriously discredit the position
and image of a judge, or professional insufficienidye judge has the right to complain
against this decision to the High Court, which desiby joint colleges.

Part Ten - The Office of the Prosecutor

Article 148

1. The office of the prosecutor exercises crimprakecution and represents the accusation in
court in the name of the State. The office of trespcutor also performs other duties set by
law.

2. Prosecutors are organized and operate neandlwegl system as a centralized organ.

3. In the exercise of their powers, the prosecuoessubject to the Constitution and the laws.

Article 149

1. The General Prosecutor is appointed by the d¥esbf the Republic with the consent of
the Assembly.

2. The General Prosecutor may be discharged biyrémident of the Republic upon the
proposal of the Assembly for violations of the Ciitnion or serious violations of the law



during the exercise of his duties, for mental oygital incapacity, for acts and behavior that
seriously discredit the position and reputatiothef Prosecutor.

3. The other prosecutors are appointed and disetldrg the President of the Republic upon
the proposal of the General Prosecutor.

4. The General Prosecutor informs the Assembly fiiome to time on the status of
criminality.

Part Eleven - Referendum
Article 150

1. The people, through 50 thousand citizens whoyethe right to vote, have the right to a
referendum for the abrogation of a law, as wetlbaquest the President of the Republic to
hold a referendum about issues of special impoetanc

2. The Assembly, upon the proposal of not less tremfifth of the Deputies or the Council
of Ministers, can decide that an issue or a daaitdf special importance be presented for
referendum.

3. Principles and procedures for holding a refesemdas well as its validity, are provided by
law.

Article 151
1. A law approved by referendum is promulgatedhgyRresident of the Republic.

2. Issues related to the territorial integrity loé Republic of Albania, limitations of
fundamental human rights and freedoms, budgetstdixencial obligations of the State,
declaration and abrogation of the state of emengeteclaration of war and peace, as well as
amnesty, cannot be voted upon in a referendum.

3. A referendum upon the same issue cannot betezpbafore 3 years have passed since it
was held.

Article 152

1. The Constitutional Court reviews preliminarihetconstitutionality of the issues put for a
referendum according to Article 150, paragraphed. 2 Article 151, paragraphs 2 and 3, as
well as Article 177, paragraphs 4 and 5, withindé§s.

2. The importance of special issues, as providgzhragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 150, is not
subject to judgement in the Constitutional Court.

3. The date of the referendum is set by the Preswfehe Republic within 45 days after the
promulgation of the positive decision of the Caitbnal Court or after the term within
which the Constitutional Court had to have exprestself has expired. Referenda can be
held only in one day of the year.



Part Twelve - Central Election Commission
Article 153

The Central Election Commission is a permanentrotgat prepares, supervises, directs, and
verifies all aspects that have to do with electiand referenda and declares their results.

Article 154
1. The Commission consists of 7 members who ameslavith a mandate of 7 years. Two
members are elected by the Assembly, 2 by thed&netsof the Republic, and 3 other

members by the High Council of Justice.

2. The membership of the Central Election Commisgaenewed every three years pursuant
to the procedure established by law.

3. The membership in the Commission is incompatibth any other State and political
activity.

4. Electoral subjects appoint their representatisehe Commission. They do not have the
right to vote.

5. A member of the Commission enjoys the immunftg emember of the High Court.

6. The Commission has its own budget.

Part Thirteen - Public Finances

Article 155

Fees, taxes and other financial obligations, natiand local, reductions or exemptions of
certain categories of taxpayers from paying themelbas the method of their collection are
specified by law. In such cases, the law may najiben retroactive effect.

Article 156

The State can take and guarantee loans and finanetits when so authorized by law.
Article 157

1. The budgetary system is composed of the Statgdband local budgets.

2. The State budget is created by revenues cdlldéaie taxes, fees and other financial
obligations as well as from other legal revenuemcludes all State expenses.

3. Local organs define and collect taxes and atb&gations as provided by law.
4. State and local organs are obliged to make ptidir revenues and expenses.

Article 158



1. The Prime Minister, on behalf of the CounciMihisters, presents to the Assembly the
draft law on the budget during the autumn sessitnich cannot close without approving it.

2. If the draft law is not approved until the begirg of the next financial year, the Council of
Ministers implements every month one-twelfth of tuglget of the previous year, until the
new budget is approved.

3. The Assembly approves the new budget withiretimenths from the last day of the
previous financial year, except when extraordimagasures have been decided.

4. The Council of Ministers is obligated to presenthe Assembly a report about the
implementation of the budget and about the Stabé fdem the previous year.

5. The Assembly takes a final decision after hawlsg listened to the High State Control
report.

Article 159

Principles and procedures for drafting the draftdet, as well as for implementing it are
defined by law.

Article 160
1. During the financial year, the Assembly may makanges in the budget.

2. The changes in the budget are made based aoredgdrocedures for drafting and
approving it.

3. Expenses foreseen in other laws cannot be rddagckong as these laws are in force.
Article 161

1. The Central State Bank is the Bank of Albartihak the exclusive right to issue and
circulate the Albanian money, to independently enpént monetary policy, and maintain and
administer the exchange reserves of the Republdhzinia.

2. The Bank of Albania is directed by a counciljethis chaired by the Governor. The
Governor is elected by the Assembly for 7 yearsnyproposal of the President of the
Republic, with the right of reelection.

Part Fourteen - The High State Control

Article 162

1. The High State Control is the highest institatad economic and financial control. It is
subject only to the Constitution and laws.

2. The Head of the High State Control is appoirted dismissed by the Assembly upon
proposal of the President of the Republic. He siiaysdfice for 7 years, with the right of
reelection.



Article 163

The High State Control supervises:

a) the economic activity of State institutions atiger State juridical persons;

b) the use and preservation of State funds by ithens of central and local government;

c) the economic activity of juridical persons, ihich the State owns more than half of the
guotas or shares, or when their debts, creditohhdations are guaranteed by the State.

Article 164
1. The High State Control presents to the Assembly:
a) a report on the implementation of the State byydg

b) its opinion on the Council of Ministers' repaliout the expenses of the previous financial
year before it is approved by the Assembly;

c) information about the results of controls amyeiit is asked by the Assembly.
2. The High State Control presents to the Asserablgarly report on its activities.
Article 165

1. The Head of the High State Control may be inviteparticipate and speak in the meetings
of the Council of Ministers when questions relaieds functions are reviewed.

2. The Head of the High State Control has the imtguwi a member of the High Court.
Part Fifteen - Armed Forces
Article 166

1. The Albanian citizens have the duty to parti@ga the defense of the Republic of
Albania, as provided by law.

2. The citizen, who for reasons of conscience exfiig serve with weapons in the Armed
Forces, is obliged to perform an alternative servas provided by law.

Article 167

1. Military servicemen on active duty cannot besgroor nominated for other State duties
nor participate in a party or political activity.

2. Members of the Armed Forces or persons who parém alternative service enjoy all the
constitutional rights and freedoms, apart from sagleen the law provides otherwise.

Article 168



1. The Armed Forces of the Republic of Albania@mposed of the army, navy, and air
force.

2. The President of the Republic is the General @ander of the Armed Forces.
3. The National Security Council is an advisoryasr@f the President of the Republic.
Article 169

1. The President of the Republic in peacetime és@sdhe command of the Armed Forces
through the Prime Minister and Minister of Defense.

2. The President of the Republic in wartime appoartd dismisses the Commander of the
Armed Forces upon proposal of the Prime Minister.

3. The President of the Republic, upon propos#he@Prime Minister, appoints and dismisses
the Chief of the General Staff, and upon the prapokthe Minister of Defense appoints and
dismisses the commanders of the army, navy, arfdrae.

4. The powers of the President of the RepubliGaseral Commander of the Armed Forces,
and those of the Commander of the Armed Forces,gbbordination to constitutional
organs, are defined by law.

Part Sixteen - Extraordinary Measures
Article 170

1. Extraordinary measures can be taken due tdexaitavar, state of emergency, or natural
disaster and last for as long as these statescenti

2. The principles for actions of public organsyweedl as the extent of limitations on human
rights and freedoms during the existence of sucfasons that require extraordinary
measures, are defined by law.

3. The law must define the principles, the aread,the manner of compensation for losses
caused as a result of the limitation of human ggirtd freedoms during the period in which
extraordinary measures are taken.

4. Acts taken as a result of extraordinary measmest be in proportion with the level of risk
and must aim to re-establish the conditions fomihienal functioning of the State, as soon as
possible.

5. During the situations that require extraordinagasures to be taken, none of the following
acts should be changed: Constitution, the law eretaction of the Assembly and local
government organs, as well as the laws on extraargimeasures.

6. During the implementation period of extraordinareasures, there may not be elections for
local government organs, there may not be a refeir@nand a new President of the Republic
may not be elected. The elections for the locakgowment organs can be held only in those
places where the extraordinary measures are nd¢memted.



Article 171

1. In case of armed aggression against the Repoibfthania, the President of the Republic
upon request of the Council of Ministers declahesstate of war.

2. In case of external threat, or when a commoardsf obligation derives from an
international agreement, the Assembly, upon prdpuighe President of the Republic,
declares the state of war, decides the state argkar partial mobilization or demobilization.

Article 172

1. In the case of paragraph 1 of Article 171, thesRlent of the Republic presents to the
Assembly the decree for establishing the stateasfwithin 48 hours from its signing,
specifying the rights to be limited.

2. The Assembly takes immediately under review@sudes, with the majority of all its
members, upon the decree of the President.

Article 173

1. In case of danger to the constitutional order tanpublic security, the Assembly, with
request of the Council of Ministers, may decided@tate of emergency in one part or in the
whole State territory, which lasts for as longlas tlanger continues, but not longer than 60
days.

2. Upon establishment of the state of emergeneyintervention of Armed Forces is done
with a decision of the Assembly and only when pofiarces are not able to restore order.

3. The extension of the term of the state of enrergenay be done only with the consent of
the Assembly, for each 30 days, for a period oetmot longer than 90 days.

Article 174

1. For the prevention or the avoidance of the cgueeces of natural disasters or
technological accidents, the Council of Ministemyndecide for a period not longer than 30
days, on the state of natural disaster in onegrart the whole territory of the State.

2. The extension of the state of natural disasierbe done only with the consent of the
Assembly.

Article 175

1. During the state of war or state of emergeneyrigfhts and freedoms contemplated by
Articles: 15; 18; 19; 20; 21; 24; 25; 29; 30; 32; 34; 39, paragraph 1; 41, paragraphs 1, 2, 3,
and 5; 42; 43; 48; 54; 55 may not be limited.

2. During the state of natural disaster the rigims freedoms contemplated by Articles: 37;
38; 41, paragraph 4; 49; 51 may be limited.



3. The acts for declaring the state of war, emeargen natural disaster must specify the rights
and freedoms which are limited according to panalgsal and 2 of this article.

Article 176

When the Assembly cannot be convened during the stavar, the President of the
Republic, with the proposal of the Council of Mieiss, has the right to issue acts that have
the force of the law, which have to be approvedhgyAssembly in its first meeting.

Part Seventeen - Revision of the Constitution

Article 177

1. Initiative for revision of the Constitution mag undertaken by not less than one-fifth of
the members of the Assembly.

2. No revision of the Constitution may be undertalaring the time when the extraordinary
measures are taken.

3. The draft law is approved by not less then thicds of all members of the Assembly.

4. The Assembly may decide, with two-thirds ofilmembers, that the draft constitutional
amendments be voted in a referendum. The draftdathe revision of the Constitution
enters into force after ratification by referendwahjch takes place not later than 60 days
after its approval in the Assembly.

5. The approved constitutional amendment is patrieferendum when this is required by
one-fifth of the members of the Assembly.

6. The President of the Republic does not haveidihe to return for review the law approved
by the Assembly for revision of the Constitution.

7. The law approved by referendum is declared byPitesident of the Republic and enters
into force on the date provided for in this law.

8. Revision of the Constitution for the same issailenot be done before a year from the day
of the rejection of the draft law by the Assemhigl& years from the day of its rejection by
the referendum.

Part Eighteen - Transitory and Final Dispositions

Article 178

1. Laws and other normative acts approved befael#ite this Constitution enters into force
will be applied as long as they have not been atienly

2. The Council of Ministers presents to the Assgnalohft laws necessary for implementing
this Constitution.

Article 179



1. The mandate of the existing constitutional oggaith the entering into force of this
Constitution ends pursuant to the terms contenmgblayelaw No. 7491, dated 29.4.1991, "On
the Main Constitutional Provisions" and its respecamendments.

2. The members of the Court of Cassation contihag activity as members of the High
Court pursuant to their previous mandate.

3. The members of the High Council of Justice el@dtom the ranks of the prosecutors are
replaced with new members elected by a generalimgeef the judges.

4. The organs of local government continue theiviyg until their mandate terminates.
Article 180

1. International agreements ratified by the RepuiiAlbania before this Constitution enters
into force are considered ratified according te tonstitution.

2. The Council of Ministers presents to the Constinal Court the international agreements
which contain provisions that come in conflict witte Constitution.

Article 181

1. The Assembly, within two to three years from diage this Constitution enters into force,
issues laws for the just resolution of differesiuiss related to expropriations and
confiscations done before the approval of this @trien, guided by the criteria of Article
41.

2. Laws and other normative acts, adopted befael#te this Constitution enters into force,
that relate to the expropriations and confiscatsima! be applied when they do not contradict
it.

Article 182

Law No. 7491, dated 29.4. 1991, "On the Main Caustinal Provisions" as well as the other
constitutional laws are abrogated the day this Gmmti®n enters into force.

Article 183

This Constitution enters into force with its promation by the President of the Republic.
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