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We, the People of the Republic of Belarus, (of Bedg

proceeding from the assumption of responsibilityth@ present and future of Belarus,
recognizing ourselves as an equal subject of tteeriational community and conforming our
adherence to values common to all mankind,

proceeding from our inalienable right to self-deteration,

supported by the centuries-long history of the tgyment of Belarusian statehood,

striving to secure the rights and freedoms of ewéryen of the Republic of Belarus,



desiring to maintain civic concord, stable foundasi of government by the people and a law-
governed State,
hereby adopt this Constitution as the Fundameraal &f the Republic of Belarus.

SECTION |
PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM

Article 1
The Republic of Belarus is a unitary, democraticja law-governed State.

The Republic of Belarus exercises supreme contrdledosolute authority over the whole of
its territory, and implements an independent irdeamd foreign policy.

The Republic of Belarus defends its independendeemitorial integrity, its constitutional
system, and safeguards legality and legal dnoevaparadak] .

Article 2

The human being, his rights, freedoms and guararfieeeheir attainment are the supreme
goal and value of society and the State.

The State bears responsibility towards the citibecreate the conditions for the free and
honorable development of his identity. The citibears a responsibility towards the State to
discharge unwaveringly the duties imposed uponbyrthe Constitution.

Article 3

The people are the sole source of State powertenepository of sovereignty in the
Republic of Belarus. The people exercise their padirectly through representative and
other organs in the forms and within the boundsi§ipd by the Constitution.

Any actions aimed at changing the constitutionatey and seizing State power by forcible
means or by way of any other violation of the laf$he Republic of Belarus are prosecuted
in accordance with the law.

Article 4

Democracy in the Republic of Belarus is exercisedhe basis of diversity of political
institutions, ideologies and views.

The ideology of political parties, religious or ethpublic associations, social groups may not
be made mandatory for citizens.

Article 5
Political parties and other public associationgngctvithin the framework of the Constitution

and the laws of the Republic of Belarus, shall abate towards ascertaining and expressing
the political will of the citizens and participdteelections.



Political parties and other public associationsehiidne right to use State mass media
according to the procedures determined by law.

The establishment and activities of political peEstand other public associations that aim to
change the constitutional system by force, or cohdypropaganda of war, social, ethnic,
religious and racial hatred, are prohibited.

Article 6

State power in the Republic of Belarus is exercmethe principle of the division of powers
between the legislature, the executive and thei@di. The State organs within the limits of
their powers, are independent: they interact antbemselves, check and balance each other.
Article 7

The Republic of Belarus is based on the principleupremacy of law.

The State and all the organs and officials thesbafl operate within the confines of the
Constitution and the laws enacted in accordanae\ith.

Legal enactments or specific provisions thereofolwlare deemed under procedure specified
in law to be contrary to the provisions of the G@oson have no legal force.

Enforceable enactments of State organs shall biesshald or promulgated by means specified
in law.

Article 8

The Republic of Belarus recognizes the suprematiyentiniversally recognized principles of
international law and ensures that its laws comptii such principles.

The Republic of Belarus in conformity with prinagsl of international law may on a
voluntary basis enter into interstate formationg asthdraw from them.

The conclusion of international treaties that ametiary to the Constitution shall not be
permitted.

Article 9

The territory of the Republic of Belarus shall he hatural condition of the existence and
spatial limit of the people’s self-determinationdahe basis for its prosperity and the
sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus.

The territory of Belarus shall be unified and ieakble.

The territory shall be divided into regiojablasts], districts, cities and other administrative-
territorial units. The administrative-territorialvgsion of the State is determined by law.

Article 10



A citizen of the Republic of Belarus shall be gudead the protection and assistance of the
State both on the territory of Belarus and beyond.

No one may be deprived of citizenship of the Rejoulifi Belarus or the right to change his
citizenship.

A citizen of the Republic of Belarus may not beradited to a foreign State, unless otherwise
agreed to in international treaties to which theuaic of Belarus is party.

Citizenship shall be acquired or lost in accordanitk the law.
Article 11

Foreign nationals and stateless persons on thtgrof Belarus shall enjoy rights and
liberties and execute duties on equal terms wicitizens of the Republic of Belarus, unless
otherwise specified in the Constitution, the lawd aternational treaties.

Article 12

The Republic of Belarus may grant the right of asyko persons persecuted in other States
for political or religious beliefs or for their atlt affiliation.

Article 13

Property can be the ownership of the State or f@iva

The State grants equal rights to all to conduchenuc and other activities, other than those
prohibited by law, and guarantees equal protec@mhequal conditions for the development
of all forms of ownership.

The State promotes the development of cooperation.

The State guarantees to everyone equal opportsifitiehe free utilization of abilities and
assets for business and other types of economigtgethich are not prohibited by the law.

The State regulates economic activities on betiaheindividual and society, and ensures
the direction and coordination of State and privet@nomic activity for social purposes.

The mineral wealth, waters and forests are theautleexclusive property of the State. The
land for agricultural use is the property of that8t

By law may also be specified other objects whiahthe property of the State alone, or may
specify the special terms for their transition tiv@te ownership, or grant the State an
exclusive right to conduct certain types of activit

The State guarantees the workers the right tognaaite in the management of enterprises,
organizations and establishments to enhance tfiieieacy and improve social and economic
standards of life.

Article 14



The State regulates relations among social, etmdoother communities on the basis of the
principles of equality before the law and respddheir rights and interests.

The relations in the social sphere and in labowbeh the organs of State management,
associations of employers and trade unions shakbecised on the principles of social
partnership and interaction of parties.

Article 15
The State bears responsibility for preserving tiseohc, cultural and spiritual heritage, and

the free development of the cultures of all thenetikommunities that live in the Republic of
Belarus.

Article 16
Religions and faiths are equal before the law.

Relations between the State and religious orgdairmare regulated by the law with regard
to their influence on the formation of the spirlfuaultural and State traditions of the
Belarusian people.

The activities of confessional organizations, tleegans and representatives, that are directed
against the sovereignty of the Republic of Belaitss;onstitutional system and civic
harmony, or involve a violation of civil rights atfilerties of its citizens as well as impede

the execution of State, public and family dutiestbycitizens or are detrimental to their health
and morality are prohibited.

Article 17

The Belarusian and the Russian languages are fiomloanguages of the Republic of
Belarus.

Article 18

In its foreign policy the Republic of Belarus preds from the principles of the equality of
States, the non-use of force or the threat of fdteeinviolability of frontiers, the peaceful
settlement of disputes, non-interference in inteaffairs of States and other universally
acknowledged principles and standards of internatitaw.

The Republic of Belarus pledges itself to makedtsdtory a neutral, nuclear-free State.

Article 19

The symbols of the Republic of Belarus as a sogar8tate are its State flag, State emblem
and State anthem.

Article 20

The capital of the Republic of Belarus is the cfyMinsk.



The status of the city of Minsk is determined by.la

SECTION I
THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY AND THE STATE

Article 21

The safeguarding of the rights and freedoms otitieens of the Republic of Belarus is the
supreme goal of the State.

Everyone has the right to a dignified standardward, including appropriate food, clothing,
housing and likewise a continuous improvement ekssary living conditions.

The State guarantees the rights and freedoms aitthens of Belarus that are enshrined in
the Constitution and the laws, and specified inStede’s international obligations.

Article 22

All are equal before the law and entitled withoisicdmination to equal protection of their
rights and legitimate interests.

Article 23

Restriction of personal rights and freedoms shalbérmitted only in the instances specified
in law, in the interest of national security, pelirder, the protection of the morals and health
of the population and the rights and freedoms lbéopersons.

No one may enjoy advantages and privileges that@rgary to the law.

Article 24

Every person has the right to life.

The State shall protect the life of the individaghinst any illegal infringements.

Until its abolition, the death sentence may be iadph accordance with the law as an
exceptional penalty for especially grave crimes amlg in accordance with the verdict of a
court of law.

Article 25

The State shall safeguard personal liberty, intidity and dignity. The restriction or denial
of personal liberty is possible in the instances ander the procedure specified in law.

A person who has been taken into custody shalhb#esl to a judicial investigation into the
legality of his detention or arrest.

No one shall be subjected to torture or cruel, man or undignified treatment or punishment,
or be subjected to medical or other experimentsowit his consent.



Article 26

No one may be found guilty of a crime unless hist ggiproven under the procedure
specified by law and established by the verdic oburt of law that has acquired legal force.
A defendant shall not be required to prove oneg®aence.

Article 27

No person can be compelled to be a witness agamestelf, members of one’s family or next
of kin. Evidence obtained in violation of the latadi have no legal force.

Article 28

Everyone is entitled to protection against unlavifitérference with his private life, including
encroachments on the privacy of correspondenceedeghone and other communications,
and on one’s honor and dignity.

Article 29

The inviolability of the home and the legal poss&ss of citizens is guaranteed. No one has
the right, save in due course of law to enter tleerises or other legal property of a citizen
against his will.

Article 30

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus have the rightnove freely and choose their place of
residence within the Republic of Belarus, to ledand to return to it without hindrance.

Article 31

Everyone has the right to determine independemhattitude towards religion, to profess any
religion individually or jointly with others, or tprofess none at all, to express and to spread
beliefs connected with one’s attitude towards refigand to participate in the performance of
acts of worship and religious rituals and ritesjchitare not prohibited by the law.

Article 32

Marriage, the family, motherhood, fatherhood, ahitihood are under the protection of the
State.

On reaching the age of consent women and men havéght to enter into marriage on a
voluntary basis and start a family. A husband aifd are equal in family relationships.

Parents or persons in loco parentis are entitledr@nuired to raise their children and to take
care of their health, development and educationciNiol shall be subjected to cruel treatment
or humiliation or used for work that may be harntfults physical, mental or moral
development. Children shall care for their paremtgersons in loco parentis and render them
assistance.



Children may be separated from their family agdinstconsent of their parents or persons in
loco parentis only according to the verdict of toeirt of law, if the parents or persons in loco
parentis fail in their duty towards their children.

Women are guaranteed equal rights with men in tygortunities to receive education and
vocational training, promotion in labor, socio-picial, cultural and other spheres of activity,
as well as in creating conditions safeguarding tladior and health.

The young people are guaranteed the right for gpaiitual, moral and physical development.

The State creates all necessary conditions fairdleeand effective participation of the young
people in the political, social, economic and adtulevelopment of society.

Article 33
Everyone is guaranteed freedom of thought andfsedied their free expression.
No one can be forced to express one’s beliefs detry them.

Monopolization of the mass media by the State, ipw@sdsociations or individual citizens and
also censorship is not permitted.

Article 34

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus are guarantbedight to receive, store and disseminate
complete, reliable and timely information of théiaties of State organs, public associations,
on political, economic, cultural and internatiohigd, and on the state of the environment.

State organs, public associations and officialdl siffard citizens of the Republic of Belarus
an opportunity to familiarize themselves with matisrthat affects their rights and legitimate
interests.

The use of information may be restricted by legistawith the purpose to safeguarding the
honor, dignity, personal and family life of theizéins and the full implementation of their
rights.

Article 35

The freedom to hold assemblies, rallies, streethes, demonstrations and pickets that do
not disturb law and order or violate the right®tifer citizens of the Republic of Belarus, are
guaranteed by the State. The procedure for condutiie above events are determined by the
law.

Article 36
Everyone has the right to freedom of association.
Judges, employees of the Procurator’s Office, thi sf organs of internal affairs, the State

Supervisory Committee and security organs, as ageflervicemen may not be members of
political parties or other public associations ghatsue political goals.



Article 37

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus have the righparticipate in the management of State
matters, both directly and through freely electepresentatives.

The direct participation of citizens in the admirasion of the affairs of society and the State
are safeguarded by the holding of referenda, theudsion of draft laws and issues of national
and local significance, and by other means speciielaw.

In instances determined by the law the citizenthefRepublic of Belarus take part in the
discussion of issues of State and public life ptibéican and local meetings.

Article 38

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus have the rightote freely and to be elected to State
organs on the basis of universal, equal, direatdirect suffrage by secret ballot.

Article 39

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus, in accordawdé their capabilities and vocational
training, have the right of equal access to any poState organs.

Article 40
Everyone has the right to address personal oratileappeals to State organs.

State organs, as well as the officials, are ol#gab consider any appeal and furnish a reply
in point of substance within the period specifigddw. Any refusal to consider an appeal
that has been submitted must be justified in wgitin

Article 41

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus are guarantbedight to work as the worthiest means of
human self affirmation, that is, the right to cheasme’s profession, the type of occupation
and work in accordance with one’s vocation, cajadsl education and vocational training,
and having regard to social needs, and the righe&dthy and safe working conditions.

The State creates conditions necessary for full@ynpent of the population. Where a person
is unemployed for reasons which are beyond hisrabiite is guaranteed training in new
specializations and an upgrading of his qualifmagi having regard to social needs, and to
unemployment benefits in accordance with the law.

Citizens have the right to protection of their emmic and social interests, including the right
to form trade unions and conclude collective ladignreements, and the right to strike.

Forced labor is prohibited, other than work or s#rgpecified in the verdict of a court of law
or in accordance with the law on the state of eerary or martial law.

Article 42



Employees are guaranteed a just share of remuneffati the economic results of their labor
in accordance with the quantity, quality and sosighificance of such work, but not less than
the level which ensures them and their familiegxstence of independence and dignity.

Women and men and adults and minors are entitledual remuneration for work of equal
value.

Article 43

Working people are entitled to holidays. For emples this right is safeguarded by the
establishment of a working week of no more thamd@rs, shorter working hours at night
and the provision of an annual paid leave and werst days.

Article 44

The State guarantees everyone the right of prop@dycontributes to its acquisition.

A proprietor has the right to possess, enjoy asdatie of assets either individually or jointly
with others. The inviolability of property and thight to inherit property is protected by law.

Property acquired in accordance with the law isgadrded by the State.

The State encourages and protects the savingsze#ns and guarantees conditions for the
return of deposits.

The compulsory alienation of assets is permittdgt by reason of public need, under the

conditions and the procedure specified by law, wittely and full compensation for the
value of the alienated assets, and in accordartbeawuling of a court of law.

The exercise of the right of property must not betary to social benefit and security, or be
harmful to the environment or historical and cudtureasures, or infringe upon the rights and
legally protected interests of others.

Article 45

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus are guarantbedight to health care, including free
treatment at State health care establishments.

The State makes health care facilities accessildd df its citizens.

The right of citizens of the Republic of Belarushialth care is also secured by the
development of physical training and sport, meastoemprove the environment, the
opportunity to use fitness establishments and ingirents in occupational safety.

Article 46

Everyone is entitled to a wholesome environmenttarmbmpensation for loss or damage
caused by the violation of this right.



The State supervises the rational utilization @abired resources, protects and improves living
conditions, and preserves and restores the envenim

Article 47

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus are guarantbedight to social security in old age, in the
event of illness, disability, loss of fithess foork and loss of a breadwinner and in other
instances specified by law. The State displayg#récular concern for veterans of war and
labor, as well as for those who lost their heaitkhie defense of national and public interests.
Article 48

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus are entitledhéwising. This right shall be safeguarded by
the development of State, and private housing asistance for citizens in the acquisition of
housing.

The State and local self-government grant housieg &f charge or at affordable prices in
accordance with the law to citizens who are in n&fegbcial protection.

No one may be deprived of housing arbitrarily.

Article 49

Everyone has the right to education.

Accessible and free general, secondary and voctimical education is guaranteed.
Secondary specialized and higher education is siltego all in accordance with the
capabilities of each individual. Everyone may, aoepetitive basis, obtain the appropriate
education at State educational establishmentfrelkarge.

Article 50

Everyone has the right to preserve his nationdlafbn, and equally, no one may be
compelled to define or indicate his national adfilon.

Insults to national dignity are prosecuted by law.

Everyone has the right to use his native languadechoose the language of communication.
In accordance with the law, the State guaranteef¢edom to choose the language of
education and teaching.

Article 51

Everyone has the right to take part in cultura.lifhis right is safeguarded by universal
accessibility to the treasures of domestic and dvoulture that are held in State and public

funds and through the development of a networkutitical and educational establishments.

Freedom of artistic, scientific and technical cnagt and teaching is guaranteed.



Intellectual property is protected by law.

The State contributes to the development of culsoeentific and technical research for the
benefit of common interests.

Article 52

Everyone residing in the territory of the RepuldifiBelarus is obligated to observe the
Constitution and laws and respect national traglétio

Article 53
Everyone must respect the dignity, rights, freedams legitimate interests of others.
Article 54

Everyone must preserve the historical, cultural gmdtual heritage and other national
treasures.

Article 55
It is the duty of everyone to protect the environime
Article 56

Citizens of the Republic of Belarus contribute tosgathe funding of public expenditure
through the payment of State taxes, dues, and p&ynents.

Article 57

It is the responsibility and sacred duty of evatizen of the Republic of Belarus to defend
the Republic of Belarus.

The procedure governing military service, the gasuand conditions for exemption from
military service and the substitution thereof igalative service are determined by law.

Article 58

No one shall be compelled to discharge dutiesatenot specified in the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus and its laws or to renounceilists.

Article 59

The State takes all measures at its disposal &iectbe domestic and international order
necessary for full exercise of the rights and foees of the citizens of the Republic of
Belarus that are specified in the Constitution.

State organs, officials and other persons who baea entrusted with the exercise State
functions shall take necessary measures to impleamehsafeguard the rights and freedoms
of individuals.



These organs and persons shall be held respofsitdetions violating the rights and
freedoms of individuals.

Article 60

Everyone is guaranteed protection of his rightsfaeeldoms by a competent, independent
and impatrtial court of law within time periods sjiiec by law.

To defend their rights, liberties, honor and dignditizens are entitled in accordance with the
law to recover, through the courts, both propedasmdge and material compensation for moral
injury.

Article 61

Everyone has the right in accordance with the magonal instruments ratified by the
Republic of Belarus, to appeal to internationalamigations to protect their rights and
freedoms, provided all available domestic mearisgdl defense have been exhausted.

Article 62

Everyone has the right to legal assistance to esesemd defend his rights and liberties,
including the right, at any time, to the assistaoickawyers and one’s other representatives in
court, other State organs, local government orgameyprises, establishments, organizations
and public associations, and also in relations wificials and citizens. In the instances
specified in law, legal assistance is rendered fpoivlic funds.

Opposition to the rendering of legal assistangeosibited in the Republic of Belarus.
Article 63

The exercise of the personal rights and freedoresifsgd in this Constitution may be
suspended only during a state of emergency or ahéatv according to the procedure and
within the limits specified in the Constitution atie law.

In carrying out special measures during a staenwrgency, the rights specified in Article
24, the third paragraph of Article 25 and ArticB&and 31 of the Constitution cannot be

restricted.

SECTION III
THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM. REFERENDUM

CHAPTER 1
THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Article 64

The elections of Deputies and other persons el¢ot8tiate office by the people are universal:
citizens of the Republic of Belarus who have reddhe age of 18 are eligible to vote.



Citizens who are deemed incapable by a court ofdlaare held in places of confinement in
accordance with a court decision do not take pagtactions. Persons subject to preventive
detention in accordance with the law on criminalgadure do not take part in voting. Any
direct or indirect restriction on citizens’ votinights in other instances is impermissible and
punishable by law.

The age qualification of Deputies and other persdested to State positions is determined
by corresponding laws, unless otherwise providethbyConstitution.

Article 65

Elections are free. A voter decides personally iweto take part in elections and for whom
to vote.

The preparation and conduct of elections is opehimpublic.
Article 66

Elections are held according to the principle afacuffrage. Voters shall have equal
numbers of votes.

Candidates standing for public office take parlections on an equal basis.
Article 67

Elections of Deputies are direct. Deputies areteteby citizens directly.
Article 68

Voting in elections is secret. The monitoring ofers’ preferences while voting is in progress
is prohibited.

Article 69

Public associations, work collectives and citizeasge the right to nominate candidates for
Deputy in accordance with the law.

Article 70

Expenditures incurred in the preparation and condielections are covered by the State
within the limits of the funds assigned for thatgmse. In instances determined by the law,
the expenditure for the preparation and conduelextions may be carried out at the expense
of public associations, enterprises, offices, oizgtions and citizens.

Article 71

Elections are conducted by electoral commissionkgss otherwise specified in the
Constitution.



The procedure governing the conduct of electiometermined by the laws of the Republic
of Belarus.

Elections are not held during a state of emergeneyartial law.
Article 72
The recall of Deputies is exercised in the order iastances as determined by the law.

The voting for the recall of a Deputy is exercigethe order determined for the election of
the Deputy, and on the initiative of no less th@rp2rcent of the citizens eligible to vote and
resident in the corresponding area.

The reason and order for the recall of a membéneCouncil of the Republic is determined
by the law.

CHAPTER 2
REFERENDUM (NATIONAL VOTING)

Article 73

National and local referenda may be held to resthlganost important issues of the State and
society.

Article 74

National referenda are called on the initiativehaf President of the Republic of Belarus, as
well as on the initiative of the Council of the Réfic or Chamber of Representatives, which
are taken at their separate sittings by a majofithe full number of Deputies of each
Chamber, or on the initiative of no fewer than €80, citizens eligible to vote, including no
fewer than 30,000 citizens from each of the reg[abtasts] and city of Minsk.

The President calls a national referendum aftesutsnission by the Council of the Republic
and Chamber of Representatives in accordance gtkatv, or by the citizens themselves.

The date of the referendum shall be no later thesetmonths after the President issued the
decree on holding a referendum.

The decisions taken by the national referendunsigreed by the President of the Republic of
Belarus.

Article 75

Local referenda are called by the relevant logatesentative organs on their initiative or on
the recommendation of no less than ten percemiteofitizens who are eligible to vote and
resident in the area concerned.

Article 76

Referenda are conducted by means of universal,dpeal and secret ballot.



Citizens of the Republic of Belarus eligible to@téke part in referenda.
Article 77

The decisions adopted by referendum can be reversatiended only by means of another
referendum, unless otherwise specified by the eefdum.

Article 78

The procedure governing the conduct of nationallacal referenda and a list of issues that
may not be put to a referendum are determined éJaih of the Republic of Belarus.

SECTION IV
[THE] PRESIDENT, PARLIAMENT, GOVERNMENT,
[THE] COURTI[S]

CHAPTER 3
[THE] PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Article 79

The President of the Republic of Belarus is thedH&f&State, the guarantor of the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, the rigatsl freedoms of man and citizen.

The President personifies the unity of the Natgqargrantees the realization of the main
guidelines of the domestic and foreign policy, esgnts the State in the relations with other
States and international organizations. The Praspl®vides the protection of the
sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus, its natisecurity and territorial integrity, ensures
its political and economic stability, continuitycamteraction of organs of State power,
maintains the intermediation among the organs ateSiower.

The President shall enjoy immunity, and his homat dignity shall be protected by the law.
Article 80

Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus by birthleast 35 years of age who is eligible to vote
and has been resident in the Republic of Belanuatfteast ten years prior to the elections can
be elected President.

Article 81

The President is elected directly by the peoplimnefRepublic of Belarus for a term of office

of five years by universal, free, equal, direct aedret ballot. The same person may be

President for no more than two terms.

Presidential candidates are nominated by citizétiseoRepublic of Belarus if the signatures
of no less than 100,000 voters have been collected.



Presidential elections are called by the Chamb&epiresentatives no later than five months
and shall be conducted no later than two montls poithe expiration of the term of office of
the preceding President.

Where the office of the President becomes vacétdtiens shall be held no sooner than 30
days and no later than 70 days, from the day octwie office fell vacant.

Article 82

The elections are deemed to have taken place wearhalf the citizens of the Republic of
Belarus on the electoral roll have taken part enphbll.

The President shall be deemed elected where olfahbaitizens of the Republic of Belarus
who took part in the poll voted for him.

If no candidate polls the requisite number of votashin two weeks a second round of
voting shall be conducted between the two candsdateo obtained the largest number of
votes. The presidential candidate who obtains rtiae half the votes of those who took part
in the second poll shall be deemed elected.

The procedure governing the conduct of presideatedtions is determined by the law of the
Republic of Belarus.

Article 83
The President assumes office after taking thevieilg Oath:

“Upon assuming the office of President of the Réipuif Belarus, | solemnly swear to
faithfully serve the people of the Republic of Beky to respect and safeguard the rights and
freedoms of man and citizen, to abide by and ptatecConstitution of the Republic of
Belarus, and to discharge strictly and consciestiothe high duties that have been entrusted
to me.”

The Oath shall be administered in a ceremonial spinere attended by members of the
Chamber of Representatives and the Council of #qmuBlic, the judges of the Constitutional
Court, the Supreme Court and Economic Court no thn two months from the day on
which the President is elected. The powers of thequaling President terminate the moment
the President-elect takes the Oath.

Article 84

The President of the Republic of Belarus:

1) calls national referenda;

2) calls regular and extraordinary elections to@hamber of Representatives, the Council of
the Republic, and local representative organs;

3) dissolves the Chambers of the Parliament ircéses and the order determined by the
Constitution;



4) appoints six members of the Central Commissidhe@Republic of Belarus on Elections
and National Referenda;

5) forms, dissolves and reorganizes the Adminisinadf the President of the Republic of
Belarus, other organs of State administration, @lsas consultative advisory councils, other
organs attached to the Presidency;

6) with the consent of the Chamber of Represemstiappoints the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Belarus;

7) determines the structure of the Government®Rbapublic of Belarus, appoints and
dismisses the Deputy Prime Ministers, ministers@heér members of the Government, takes
the decision on the resignation of the Governmamany of its members;

8) appoints the Chairperson of the Constitutionali@ Supreme Court and Economic Court
from among the judges of these courts with the eoihsf the Council of the Republic;

9) with the consent of the Council of the Repubjipoints the judges of the Supreme Court
and Economic Court, the Chairperson of the Ceomhmission of the Republic of Belarus
on Elections and National Referenda, the Procuf@emeral, the Chairperson and members
of the Governing Board of the National Bank;

10) appoints six members of the Constitutional §amnd other judges of the Republic of
Belarus;

11) dismisses the Chairperson and judges of thst@aional Court, Supreme Court and
Economic Court, the Chairperson of the Central Casaion of the Republic of Belarus on
Elections and National Referenda, the Procuratore@s, the Chairperson and members of
the Board of the National Bank in the order deteediby the law and with the notification of
the Council of the Republic;

12) appoints and dismisses the Chairperson of e Supervisory Committee;

13) delivers messages to the people of the RepabBelarus on the state of the nation and
on the guidelines of the domestic and foreign golic

14) delivers annual messages to the Parliamentweri not open to discussion at the sittings
of the Chamber of Representatives and Council®@Raépublic; has the right to participate in
the sessions of Parliament and its bodies; delsgesches and addresses to Parliament at any
requested time;

15) has the right to chair the meetings of the Gawent of the Republic of Belarus;
16) appoints leading officials of organs of Stadenanistration and determines their status;
appoints official representatives of the Presiderihe Parliament and other officials whose

offices are determined by the law, unless othergimeified in the Constitution;

17) resolves issues regarding the granting ofesiship of the Republic of Belarus, the
termination thereof and the granting of asylum;



18) institutes State holidays and vacation daystdves State awards, ranks and titles;
19) grants pardons to convicts;

20) conducts negotiations and signs internatiaealies, appoints and recalls diplomatic
representatives of the Republic of Belarus in fpmeiountries and at international
organizations;

21) receives the credentials and letters of rexfdtie accredited diplomatic representatives of
foreign countries;

22) in the event of a natural disaster, a catab&#pand also unrest involving violence or the
threat of violence on the part of a group of pessmnorganizations that endangers peoples’
lives and health or threatens the territorial intggand existence of the State, declares a state
of emergency in the territory of the Republic ofld@as or in specific areas thereof and
submits the decision to the Council of the Repuldrapproval within three days;

23) in cases specified by legislation, has thetriglpostpone a strike or suspend it for a
period not exceeding three months;

24) signs bills and has the right in the order aeteed by the Constitution to return it or
some of its provisions with the objections to tHeafber of Representatives;

25) has the right to abolish acts of the Government

26) exercises supervision directly or through sgcformed organs of observance of laws
by local organs of administration or self-governinemd has the right to suspend decisions of
local Councils of Deputies, or abolish decisionsoghl executive and administrative organs
in cases when they do not conform to the requirésnefithe law;

27) forms and heads the Security Council of theuRbkp of Belarus, and appoints and
dismisses the State Secretary of the Security Glounc

28) is the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forcethe Republic of Belarus; appoints and
dismisses the Supreme Command of the Armed Forces;

29) imposes, in the event of military threat oaeltt martial law in the territory of the
Republic of Belarus and announces general or panbailization with the submission within
3 days of the decision taken for approval by ther@d of the Republic;

30) exercises other powers entrusted to him byCthestitution and the laws.

Article 85

On the basis and in accordance with the Constitutlte President issues decrees and orders
which are obligatory in the territory of the Repuluf Belarus.

In instances determined by the Constitution, thesident issues decrees which have the force
of the law. The President shall ensure directlthaough specially formed organs the
execution of the decrees, orders and instructions.



Article 86

The President cannot hold other offices or recaiwemonetary remuneration other than his
salary, apart from royalties for works of scierlderature and art.

The President shall suspend his membership inigailpparties and other public associations
that pursue political goals during the whole temoffice.

Article 87

The President can tender his resignation at ang. firhe President’s resignation shall be
accepted by the Chamber of Representatives.

Article 88

The President of the Republic of Belarus can benpterely removed from office if he is
persistently incapable to discharge his dutiesamo@nt of the state of his health. The issue of
removing the President shall be taken by a reswiudf the Chamber of Representatives
adopted by a majority of no less than two-thirdshef elected Deputies as determined by the
Constitution and a majority of no less than twadhiof the full composition as determined

by the Constitution of the Council of the Repuldicthe basis of the findings of an ad hoc
Commission formed by the Chambers of the Parliament

The President can be removed from office for attate treason and other grave crimes.
The decision to file a charge against the Presigleait be supported by a majority of the
whole Chamber of Representatives on behalf of s@tlean one-third of the number of
Deputies. The investigation of the charge shakxercised by the Council of the Republic.
The President shall be deemed removed from offiteeidecision is adopted by no less than
two-thirds of the full composition of the Councilthe Republic, and no less than two-thirds
of the full Chamber of Representatives.

The failure of the Council of the Republic and Clh@mof Representatives to take a decision
to remove the President from office within a moatter it was initiated shall make the
motion invalid. The motion to remove the Presidenin office may not be initiated in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitutiothe course of the hearings on the
premature termination of the powers of Parliament.

If the President is removed in connection with¢benmission of a crime, the case shall be
examined on the merits of the charge by the Supr@ouet.

Article 89
In case the office of President falls vacant ah& President is unable to discharge his duties
as determined by the Constitution, his powers dietransferred to the Prime Minister until

the President-elect is sworn in.

CHAPTER 4
PARLIAMENT—THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Article 90



The Parliament—the National Assembly is a repredmat and legislative organ of the
Republic of Belarus.

The Parliament consists of two Chambers—the Chawideepresentatives and the Council
of the Republic.

Article 91

The Chamber of Representatives shall consist ofDelties. The election of Deputies to the
Chamber of Representatives shall be carried cat@ordance with the law on the basis of
universal, equal, free, direct electoral suffragé hy secret ballot.

The Council of the Republic is a chamber of teridiorepresentation. The Council of the
Republic consists of eight Deputies from everyoadoblast] and the city of Minsk, elected
at the meetings of Deputies of local Councils opltees of the basic level of every region
and the city of Minsk from their ranks. Eight mensbef the Council of the Republic are
appointed by the President of the Republic of Bedar

Elections for a new composition of the ChamberBarfiament shall be set no later than four
months and held no later than 30 days prior teetpration of the powers of the current
Parliament. Extraordinary elections for the Charalzéithe Parliament shall be held within
three months after the premature expiration opitweers of the Chambers of the Parliament.

Article 92

Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus who has testthe age of 21 may become a Deputy
of the Chamber of Representatives.

Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus who has testthe age of 30, and who has been
resident on the territory of a corresponding regmrthe city of Minsk no less than five years
may become a member of the Council of the Republic.

A Deputy of the Chamber of Representatives shat@se his powers in the Parliament on a
professional basis unless otherwise determinetidybnstitution. A Deputy of the Chamber
of Representatives may simultaneously be membtreobovernment.

No person may be simultaneously a member of botmers of the Parliament. A member
of the Chamber of Representatives may not be a meaila local Council of Deputies. A
member of the Council of the Republic may not stamgously be a member of the
Government. No person may exercise his dutiesmasmber of the Chamber of
Representatives, or as a member of the CoundieoRepublic and simultaneously hold the
office of President or a judge.

Article 93

The term of the Parliament is four years. The psveéthe Parliament may be extended by
law only in the event of a war.

The first session of Parliament after the electsimall be called by the Central Commission
on Elections and National Referenda and shall beewed no later than 30 days after the



elections. The count of the thirty day period falling and beginning of the first session of

the Chamber of Representatives shall start frontlélyeof the second round of elections for
the new Parliament. If the second round of elestion the Chamber of Representatives is not
held, then the count of the thirty day period skadlt from the day of the first round of
general elections in the Republic of Belarus. Tinent of the thirty day period for calling and
convening the first session of the Council of trep&blic shall start from the day of the first
meeting of the Deputies of the local Councils opDiges of basic level for the elections of

the members of the Council of the Republic fromréngions or the city of Minsk.

The powers of the Chamber of Representatives oCtumcil of the Republic may be
terminated prematurely as determined by the Caristit. With the termination of the powers
of the Chamber of Representatives or the Counch@Republic, the President may
terminate the powers of the Chamber of Represgrtatr the Council of the Republic.

Article 94

The powers of the Chamber of Representatives magrbenated prematurely when no
confidence is expressed or a non-confidence vagpgessed in the Government, or when the
Chamber fails twice to give its consent to the apipoent of the Prime Minister.

The powers of the Chamber of Representatives oCtumcil of the Republic may be
prematurely terminated in accordance with the amich of the Constitutional Court in cases
of systematic and gross violation of the Constitutoy the Chambers of the Parliament.

The decision on this issue shall be taken by tlesiBent after official consultations with the
Chairs of the Chambers.

The Chambers may not be dissolved during a staéenefgency or martial law, in the last six
months of the term of office of the President,ha tourse of proceedings of both Chambers
on the premature removal of the President fronceffi

Both Chambers may not be dissolved in the coursleeofirst year of the first sitting.

Article 95

The Chambers hold their regular sessions twiceaa ye

The first session opens on 2 October; its duratiay not exceed 80 days.

The second session opens on 2 April and its duratiay not exceed 90 days.

If 2 October or 2 April is a non-working day, thére session shall begin its proceedings on
the first following day after the non-working day.

The Chamber of Representatives and the CoundieoRepublic may in instances of urgent
necessity be convened for an extraordinary sesgitirte request of the President, on initiative
of no less than a two-thirds majority of the fuineposition of each Chamber for a special
agenda.

The extraordinary sessions are called by the deakthe President.



Article 96

The Chamber of Representatives elects from itssrahkhe Deputies the Chairperson of the
Chamber and his Deputy.

The Council of the Republic elects from the ranksemators the Chairperson of the Council
of the Republic and his Deputy.

The Chairpersons of the Chamber of Representadivéshe Council of the Republic, their
Deputies conduct the proceedings and are in cladrte regulations of the operation of the
Chambers.

The Chamber of Representatives and the CoundieoRepublic shall elect from the ranks of
the Deputies standing committees and other orgadsaft laws, give preliminary
consideration to, and prepare matters that fahiwithe competence of the Chambers.

Article 97
The Chamber of Representatives:

1) considers draft laws put forward by the Prediderare submitted by no less than 150
thousand citizens of the Republic of Belarus, wieoddigible to vote, to make amendments
and alterations in the Constitution and give iteripretation;

2) considers draft laws, including the guidelinéthe domestic and foreign policy of the
Republic of Belarus; the military doctrine; ratditon and denunciation of international
treaties; the fundamental concept and principlesxetution of rights, freedoms and duties of
its citizens; citizenship issues, the status ofifprers and persons without citizenship; the
rights of ethnic minorities; the approval of thedlget of the Republic and the account on its
implementation; the introduction of national tasesl dues; the principles of ownership; the
basics of social security; the principles regulgfebor and employment, marriage, the
family, childhood, maternity, paternity, educatiappringing, culture and public health;
environmental protection and the rational utiliaatof natural resources; the determination of
the procedure for resolving issues relating toathministrative-territorial structure of the
State; local self-government; the administratiofusfice and the status of judges; issues of
criminal responsibility and amnesty; declaratiowair and conclusion of peace; matrtial law
and a state of emergency; institution of State dwsjanterpretation of laws;

3) calls elections for the Presidency;

4) grants consent to the President concerninggheiatment of the Prime Minister;

5) considers the report of the Prime Minister amblicy of the Government and approves or
rejects it; a second rejection by the Chamber efptiblicy of the Government shall be deemed
as an expression of non-confidence to the Goverimen

6) considers on the initiative of the Prime Minrstecall for a vote of confidence;

7) on the initiative of no less than one-third e full composition of the Chamber of
Representatives expresses a non-confidence vite i@Bovernment; the issue of liability of



the Government may not be discussed in the coditbe year after the approval of the
Program of government policy;

8) accepts the resignation of the President;

9) with a majority of the full composition of theh@mber of Representatives forwards
charges of treason or of some other grave crimmsige President; on the basis of the
decision of the Council of the Republic and withless than a two-thirds majority of the full
composition of the Chamber take the decision toonenthe President from office;

10) cancels the order of the Chairperson of thentliea of Representatives.

The Chamber of Representatives may take decisioiosher matters if provided for by the
Constitution.

Article 98
The Council of the Republic:

1) approves or rejects draft laws adopted by then@ier of Representatives with regard to
alterations and additions to the Constitution; andhe interpretation of the Constitution, as
well as other draft laws;

2) gives its consent to the appointment by theiéees of the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court, Chairperson and judges ofSbpreme Court, the Chairperson and
judges of the Supreme Economic Court, the Chaigmeo$ the Central Commission on
Elections and National Referenda, the Procuratore@g, the Chairperson and members of
the National Bank;

3) elects six judges of the Constitutional Court;
4) elects six members of the Central Commissiok&lentions and National Referenda;
5) reverses decisions of local Councils of Deputtegch do not conform to legislation;

6) adopts a resolution on the dissolution of all@muncil of Deputies in case it
systematically and flagrantly violates the requiess of the law and other instances
determined by the law;

7) considers charges of treason or of some otlaegrrime forwarded by the Chamber of
Representatives against the President and takesateon its investigation. Given the
presence of substantial evidence takes the dedisimmove the President from office with
no less than two-thirds of the full compositiortloé Chamber;

8) considers decrees of the President on the mttaxh of a state of emergency, martial law,
general or partial mobilization no later than thdags after their submission and takes the
appropriate decision.

The Council of the Republic may take decisions thelomatters provided for by the
Constitution.



Article 99

The right of legislative initiative belongs to tReesident, the members of the Chamber of
Representatives, the Council of the Republic, tbeethment as well as to citizens who are
eligible to vote, in a number of no less than 50,Ghd is implemented in the Chamber of
Representatives.

Draft laws the adoption of which may reduce Stat®urces, or increase expenditures may be
introduced in the Chamber of Representatives orly the consent of the President or on his
assignment by the Government.

The President or, on his assignment, the Governhenthe right to forward proposals to the
Chamber of Representatives and to the CouncileRipublic on the urgency of
consideration of a draft law. The Chamber of Regmestives and the Council of the Republic
shall consider in the instance the latter in therse of ten days since its submission.

On the request of the President or with his congenGovernment, the Chamber of
Representatives and the Council of the Republilt i@ decisions at their sessions voting in
general for the whole draft law or a part of it,isfhwas forwarded by the President or
Government preserving only those amendments wheale Yorwarded or accepted by the
President or the Government.

Article 100

Any bill, unless otherwise specified by the Consitn, is initially considered in the Chamber
of Representatives and then in the Council of tepuRlic.

A bill, unless otherwise specified in the Constant shall become law after its approval by a
majority of votes of the full composition of the &hber of Representatives and the Council
of the Republic.

Bills adopted by the Chamber of Representativesaméto the Council of the Republic for
consideration within five days, where they are ad&®d within no more than twenty days
unless otherwise specified in the Constitution.

A bill shall be deemed to have been approved byiencil of the Republic provided that a
majority of votes of the full composition of the @wil of the Republic has been cast for it, or
if within twenty days, and in instances of urgemathin ten days since its submission, the
Council of the Republic failed to consider it. lietbill is rejected by the Council of the
Republic, both Chambers may form a conciliation gogsion on a parity basis to overcome
the existing differences. The text of the bill dealf by the conciliation commission shall be
submitted for approval to both Chambers.

If the conciliation commission fails to draft a cpramise bill, the President or, on his
assignment the Government, may request that thenéraof Representatives take a final
decision. The bill shall be deemed to have beeptaddy the Chamber of Representatives if
no less than two-thirds of its full composition hated for it.

A bill [zakon] adopted by the Chamber of Representatives andagghby the Council of the
Republic, or in the instance determined by thegmkarticle adopted by the Chamber of



Representatives, shall be submitted to the Presidesignature within ten days. If the
President is in agreement with the bill, he sign¥ the President does not return whatever
bill within two weeks from its submission, it shbl deemed to have been signed by the
President. The billzakon] shall not be deemed to have been signed andrsitaibme into
force if it could not be returned to Parliamentdogse of the end of the session.

If the President does not agree with the text eftifi, he returns it together with his
objections to the Chamber of Representatives, wéheltl consider it with the objections of
the President within thirty days. If the bill hasdm adopted by the Chamber of
Representatives by no less than two-thirds otitscomposition, it together with the
President’s objections and within five days shalsbbmitted to the Council of the Republic,
which shall consider it for a second hearing witttwenty days. The bill shall be deemed to
have been approved if no less than two-thirds efftii composition of the Council of the
Republic has voted for it. The bill, after the Chmanof Representatives and the Council of
the Republic have overruled the President’s olgestishall be signed by the President within
five days. The law enters into force [even] ifstnot signed by the President within the
assigned time.

The President’s objections to the provisions oftiile which are returned for a second
hearing, shall be considered in the same ordehidrinstance, prior to the appropriate
decision of the Chamber of Representatives an@tuancil of the Republic, the bill shall be
signed by the President and become a law with@uptbvisions which have been rejected by
the President.

Article 101

The Chamber of Representatives and the CoundieoRepublic on the proposal of the
President, may adopt a law supported by a majofitiie full composition of both Chambers,
delegating to him legislative powers to issue desmhich have the power of law. The latter
determines the subject of the issue and the tertmegbowers of the President to issue such
decrees.

Inadmissible are delegations of powers to the Beesito issue decrees which provide
alterations and additions to the Constitution dadhterpretation; alteration and addenda to
policy laws; the approval of the national budged an account of its implementation,
alterations with regard to the election of the Riest and Parliament, limitation of
constitutional rights and freedoms of the citizerise law on delegating legislative powers to
the President shall not permit him alteration &f $laid law, nor shall it permit to adopt
regulations which are retroactive.

In instances of necessity the President may pellgangiate or on the proposal of the
Government may issue temporary decrees which eviotce of law. If such decrees are
issued on the initiative of the Government, theglldbe signed by the Prime Minister.
Temporary decrees are submitted for further appnwithin three days of their adoption to
the Chamber of Representatives, and then to thecllaf the Republic. These decrees are
valid if they are not rejected by a majority of fiesver than two-thirds of votes of the full
composition of both Chambers. The Chambers mayasgthrough legislation matters
which have originated on the basis of decrees, whéyve been abolished.

Article 102



The Deputies of the Chamber of Representativesrardbers of the Council of the Republic
enjoy immunity in the expression of their views axgrcise of their powers. This does not
refer to charges of slander and insult.

During the period they exercise their powers thpudes and the members of the Council of
the Republic may be arrested or deprived of petdidogaty in other manner only with the
prior consent of the appropriate Chamber with tkeeption of instances of high treason, or
some other grave crime, as well as detention atitbevhere the crime was committed.

A criminal case involving a Deputy of the ChambERepresentatives or a member of the
Council of the Republic is tried by the Supreme €ou

Article 103

Sittings of the Chambers are open. If the interektee State require it, the Chambers may
take the decision to hold a closed session by anhapf the full composition of the
corresponding Chamber. The President, his repratbesd, the Prime Minister and members
of the Government address the sessions, out ofareguler, as many times as they deem
necessary.

One sitting monthly is reserved for question timéhte Government for the Deputies of the
Chamber of Representatives and the members ofdbed of the Republic.

A Deputy of the Chamber of Representatives, or negrabthe Council of the Republic has
the right to make an inquiry to the Prime Ministetmembers of the Government and the
heads of State organs which are formed or elegtdtdiament. The inquiry must be
included in the agenda of the Chamber. The answetinquiry must be given within
twenty days of the current session in the ordegrd@hed by the Chamber of the Parliament.

The sitting of the Chamber shall be deemed lawfabiless than two-thirds of the number of
the elected Deputies of the Chamber of Represeatatir members of the Council of the
Republic are present.

Voting in the Chamber of Representatives and Cowfithe Republic is open and exercised
by the Deputy of the Chamber or member of the Cibohthe Republic in person by a “for”
vote or an “against” vote. A secret vote is heltyon the instance of settling personnel
issues.

Article 104

Decisions of the Chamber of Representatives aentakthe form of laws or enactments.
Enactments of the Chamber of Representatives leee taith regard to issues of order and
supervision.

The decisions of the Council of the Republic aketain the form of enactments.

The decisions of the Chambers are deemed to haredapted by a majority of the full
composition of the Chambers unless otherwise spddif the Constitution.



Laws with regard to basic guidelines of domestid fameign policy of the Republic of
Belarus and military doctrine thereof are consideyka policy character and are deemed to
have been adopted provided that a two-thirds ntgjofithe elected Deputies of both
Chambers has voted for them.

The laws are published immediately after their aigre and become valid ten days after their
publication unless the law determines another diatdhe same order the decrees of the
President come into force.

The law has no retroactive force except when itrexates or revokes the responsibility of
citizens.

Article 105

The procedure governing the activities of the Chamah Representatives, the Council of the
Republic, its organs, the Deputies and the mendfefse Council of the Republic are
determined by the Rules of Procedure of the Chasnladrich are signed by the Chairpersons
of the Chambers.

CHAPTER 5
THE GOVERNMENT—THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Article 106

The executive power in the Republic of Belarusxisreised by the Government—the Council
of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus—the centredan of State administration.

The Government in its activity is accountable te Bresident of the Republic of Belarus and
responsible to the Parliament of the Republic daBes.

The Government relinquishes its powers to the Beasielect of the Republic of Belarus.

The Government of the Republic of Belarus congitthe Prime Minister, his Deputies and
ministers. The heads of other central organs deStdministration may be members of the
Government.

The Prime Minister is appointed by the PresiderihefRepublic of Belarus with the consent
of the Chamber of Representatives. The decisiohiscorder is taken by the Chamber of
Representatives within two weeks from the nomimatibthe candidacy of the Prime
Minister. In case the Chamber of Representativjesteethe submitted nomination of the
Prime Minister twice, the President of the Repubppoints an acting Prime Minister on his
own, and dissolves the Chamber of Representativésals new elections.

The Prime Minister directs the activities of thev@omment.
The Prime Minister:

1) directs the activities of the Government andibgdersonal responsibility for its work;



2) signs the acts of the Government;

3) submits to Parliament a report on the Prograth@fGovernment within two months after
his appointment, and in case of its rejection stbmisecond report on the Program of the
Government, within two months;

4) informs the President on the basic guidelinghefactivities of the Government, and on all
the most important decisions;

5) exercises other functions connected with thammation and activities of the Government.

The Government or any member of the Governmenttifex to tender the resignation to the
President, if he deems it impossible to dischangeduties entrusted to him. The Government
tenders its resignation to the President if thendlbex of Representatives has passed a vote of
no confidence in the Government.

The Prime Minister may request from the Chambdrepresentatives a vote of confidence
with regard to the governmental Program or any egieanatter submitted to the Chamber. If
a non-confidence vote is passed by the Chambeepifdlentatives, the President is entitled
to accept the resignation of the Government, aligsolve the Chamber of Representatives
within ten days, and call new elections. If thageation of the Government is rejected the
latter continues to discharge its duties.

The President is entitled to take the decisionharésignation of the Government on his own
initiative, and dismiss any member of the Governimen

In case of the resignation of the Government oRbpublic of Belarus or termination of its
powers, the latter on the assignment of the Presglell continue to hold office until the
formation of a new Government.

Article 107
The Government of the Republic of Belarus:

administers the system of subordinate organs @& &tdministration and other executive
organs;

elaborates the basic guidelines of the domestidameign policy, and takes measures for
their implementation;

elaborates and submits to the President for fuphdramentary consideration the draft
national budget and an account of its implementatio

ensures the execution of a uniform economic, firncredit and monetary policy, and State
policy in the fields of science, culture, educatibealth care, ecology, social security and
remuneration for labor;

takes measures to secure the rights and libefftie@szens, safeguards the interests of the
State, national security and defense, protectiqeraberty, maintains public order and
eliminates crime;



acts on behalf of property owner with regard tetswhich are the sole property of the
Republic of Belarus, and exercises managementabé property;

ensures compliance with the Constitution, the lalesrees, edicts and instructions of the
President;

repeals acts of ministries and other central orgdu$tate administration;
exercises other powers entrusted to it by the @atien, laws and acts of the President.
Article 108

The Government of the Republic of Belarus issués, #itat have binding force in the entire
territory of the Republic of Belarus.

The Prime Minister issues orders which are withendompetence.
The competence, the procedure, the organizatioraeindties of the Government are
determined on the basis of the Constitution and_#ve on the Council of Ministers of the

Republic of Belarus.

CHAPTER 6
THE COURTIS]

Article 109

The judicial power in the Republic of Belarus iemised by the courts.

The court system is based on the principles oitéesality and specialization.
The judicial system in the Republic of Belarus éseimined by the law.

The formation of exceptional courts is prohibited.

Article 110

In administering justice judges are independentsarmbrdinate only to the law.

Any interference in the activities of the admirasiton of justice is impermissible and liable to
legal action.

Article 111

Judges may not engage in business activities éorpeany [other] paid work, apart from
teaching and scientific research.

The grounds for selecting (appointing) judges i tdismissal is determined by the law.

Article 112



The courts administer justice on the basis of theg@itution, the laws and other enforceable
enactments adopted in accordance therewith.

If, during the hearing of a specific case, a cooricludes that an enforceable enactment is
contrary to the Constitution, it shall make a rglin accordance with the Constitution and
raise, under the established procedure, the idsubeaiher the enforceable enactment in
guestion should be deemed unconstitutional.

Article 113

Cases before a court are tried collegially, anithéinstances specified in law, by judges
individually.

Article 114
The trial of cases in all courts is open.

The hearing of cases in closed court session Baalermitted only in the instances specified
by law and in accordance with all the rules of lggacedure.

Article 115

Justice is administered on the basis of the adratgaoceedings and equality of the parties
involved in the trial.

The rulings of courts are mandatory for all citizexmd officials.

The parties and the persons have the right to &ppleays, sentences and other judicial
decisions.

Article 116

The control of the constitutionality of normativetsof the State is exercised by the
Constitutional Court of the Republic of Belarus.

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Belais$ormed of 12 judges from among
highly qualified specialists in the field of lawha as a rule have an academic degree.

Six Judges of the Constitutional Court are appdifgthe President of the Republic of
Belarus and six are elected by the Council of tapu®lic. The Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court is appointed by the Presideitt the consent of the Council of the
Republic. The term of the members of the Constihal Court is 11 years. The permissible
age limit of the members of the Court is 70 years.

The Constitutional Court on the recommendationthefPresident of the Republic of Belarus,
the Chamber of Representatives, the Council oReeublic, the Supreme Court of the
Republic of Belarus, the Supreme Economic CouthefRepublic of Belarus, the Cabinet of
Minsters of the Republic of Belarus provides ruiran:



the conformity of laws, decrees and edicts of ttesident, international agreements and other
obligations of the Republic of Belarus with the Gotution and other instruments of
international law ratified by the Republic of Belar

the conformity of acts of international organizasaf which the Republic of Belarus is part,

edicts of the President of the Republic of Belavhgch are issued for the implementation of

the law, the Constitution, the laws, decrees asttuments of international law ratified by the
Republic of Belarus;

the conformity of the ordinances of the CounciMihisters and the orders of the Supreme
Court, the Supreme Economic Court, the Procuratre@l with the Constitution, laws and
acts of international law ratified by the RepuldfBelarus, laws, decrees and edicts;

the conformity of enactments of any other Stateongith the Constitution, laws and decrees
as well as with the laws and acts of internatidaal ratified by the Republic of Belarus.

Enforceable enactments or their particular provisiowhich are considered unconstitutional
are deemed invalid in the order determined byéiae |

In cases specified by the Constitution, the Camstibal Court on the proposal of the
President gives its conclusions on the presenasstdnces of systematic or serious violation
of the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus hg Chambers of Parliament.

The competence, organization and procedure gowgthaactivities of the Constitutional
Court are determined by the law.

SECTION V
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND SELF-ADMINISTRATION

Article 117

Local government and self-administration is exetiby citizens through local Councils of
Deputies, executive and administrative organs,ra@d public territorial self-administration,
through local referenda, assemblies and other fafrdgect participation in State and public
affairs.

Article 118

Local Councils of Deputies are elected by the eit&zof the respective administrative-
territorial units for four-year terms.

Article 119
The heads of local executive and administrativeuesgare appointed and dismissed by the
President of the Republic of Belarus or on the odd¢ermined by him, and their appointment

is subject to the approval of the local Council®eputies.

Article 120



Local Councils of Deputies and executive and adstnaiive organs, within the limits of their
competence, resolve matters of local significapoegeeding from national interests and the
interests of the people who reside in the respedtéwitories, [and] implement the decisions
of higher State organs.

Article 121
The following fall exclusively within the competemof the local Councils of Deputies:

the approval of programs of economic and sociaéligment, and local budgets and
accounts;

the setting of local taxes and dues in accordanitetie law;

the determination, within the limits specified layM, of the procedure governing the
management and disposal of municipal property;

the calling of local referenda.
Article 122

Local Councils of Deputies and executive and adstiaiive organs shall, on the basis of
existing laws, adopt decisions that have bindingdon the respective territories.

Decisions of local Councils of Deputies that aratcary to the law are reversed by higher
representative organs.

Decisions of local executive and administrativehauties that are contrary to the law shall be
reversed by the respective Councils of Deputigzesar executive and administrative organs
and the President of the Republic of Belarus.

Decisions of local Councils of Deputies and theea@itive and administrative organs that
restrict or violate civil rights and liberties atite legitimate interests of citizens, and in other
instances specified in law, may be challengedaauat of law.

Article 123

If a local Council of Deputies systematically orieasly violates the requirements of the law,
it may be dissolved by the Council of the Repulllither grounds for the premature
termination of the powers of local Councils of Daes are determined by the law.

Article 124

The competence, the procedure governing the estatdint and activities of organs of local
government and self-administration is determinedhieyiaw.

SECTION VI
THE PROKURATURA [THE PROCURATOR'’S OFFICE],
THE COMMITTEE OF STATE CONTROL



CHAPTER 7
THE PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

Article 125

The supervision over strict and uniform implemeotabf the laws, decrees, regulations and
other enforceable enactments by ministers and otigans subordinate to the Council of
Ministers, as well as local representative and @txee organs, enterprises, organizations,
establishments, public associations, officials eitidens are entrusted to the Procurator
General of the Republic of Belarus and his sub@atéiprocurators.

The Prokuratura exercises supervision over theamphtation of the laws determining the
execution of the verdict of the courts in civilinsmal and administrative cases in instances
determined by the law, as well as carry out prelany investigation and support State
charges in the courts.

Article 126

The unified and centralized system of organs oftakuratura is headed by the Procurator
General, appointed by the President with the cdreethe Council of the Republic.

The subordinate public procurators are appointethéyrocurator General.

Article 127

The Procurator General and the subordinate pubticupators are independent in the exercise
of their powers and guided by the legislation. Pnecurator General is accountable to the
President.

Article 128

The competence, organization and procedure gowgthaactivities of organs of the
Prokuratura are determined by the law.

CHAPTER 8
THE STATE SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE

Article 129

The State Supervisory Committee shall monitor thelémentation of the national budget,
the use of public property and the implementatibthe acts of the President, Parliament,
Government and other State organs governing pphbigerty relationships and economic,
financial and tax relations.

Article 130

The State Supervisory Committee shall be formethbyPresident.

The Chairman of the Supervisory Committee is appdiby the President.



Article 131

The competence, organization and procedure ofdtndtees of the State Supervisory
Committee are determined by legislation.

SECTION VI

THE FINANCIAL AND CREDIT SYSTEM OF

THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Article 132

The financial and credit system of the RepubliBelarus includes the budget system, the
banking system, as well as the financial resouo€@®n-budget funds, funds of enterprises,
establishments, organizations and citizens.

On the territory of the Republic of Belarus, a igtdffiscal, tax, credit and currency policy is
carried out.

Article 133

The budget system of the Republic of Belarus inetutthe national budget and the local
budgets.

Budget revenues are raised from the taxes speaifileav, other mandatory payments, as
well as other receipts.

National expenditure shall be covered by the natibndget on its expenditure side.
In accordance with the law of the Republic of Betamon-budgetary funds may be created.
Article 134

The procedure for drawing up, approving and impleting budgets and public non-
budgetary funds are determined by the law.

Article 135

A national account is submitted to the Parliamentbnsideration no later than five months
from the end of the fiscal year.

Local accounts are submitted to the relevant Cdsin€iDeputies for the consideration within
time specified in law.

Accounts of the implementation of national and Idzalgets are published.
Article 136

The banking system of the Republic of Belarus «iasif the National Bank of the Republic
of Belarus and other banks. The National Bank isgslcredit relations and monetary



circulation, determines the procedure for makingnpents and has the exclusive right to
issue money.

SECTION VI
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBC OF
BELARUS AND THE PROCEDURE FOR AMENDING THE CONSTITIUON

Article 137

The Constitution has supreme juridical force. Lags;rees, ordinances and other instruments
of State organs are promulgated on the basis dfirmaccordance with the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus.

In case of a discrepancy between a law, decreedoramce and the Constitution, the
Constitution applies.

In case of a discrepancy between a decree or orcknand a law, the law applies if the
powers for the promulgation of the decree or ondagawere provided by the law.

Article 138

The issue of amending and supplementing the Catistitshall be considered by the
Chambers of the Parliament on the initiative ofnesident or of no fewer than 150,000
citizens of the Republic of Belarus who are eligiti vote.

Article 139

A law on amending and supplementing the Constiutiay be adopted after it has been
debated and approved twice by both Chambers d?angament with an interval of at least
three months.

The Constitution may not be amended or supplemédntdlde Parliament during a state of
emergency or the last six months of the term ofGhamber of Representatives.

Article 140

The Constitution, laws on amendments and adderadatth) on the entry into force of the said
laws and instruments on the interpretation of tbagfitution shall be deemed to have been
adopted if no less than two-thirds of the electeghidies of both Chambers of the Parliament
have voted in favor of them.

The Constitution may be amended or supplementadfeyendum. A decision to amend or
supplement the Constitution by referendum shatldmmed adopted if a majority of citizens
on the electoral roll have voted in favor of it.

Sections |, Il, 1V, VIII of the Constitution may l@mended only by means of a referendum.

SECTION IX
FINAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS



Article 141

The 1994 Constitution of the Republic of Belarugetiher with the changes and addenda,
adopted by national referendum (the present Caitistif) shall enter into force on the day on
which it is promulgated, apart from the specifioysions that are to enter into force under
the procedure and at the times specified in thegmteConstitution. Simultaneously the Law
of the Republic of Belarus “On the Procedure Gowveythe Entry into Force of the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus” shall ce&s apply.

Article 142

The laws, decrees and other acts which were apiplithee territory of the Republic of
Belarus prior to the entry into force of the prageanstitution shall apply in the particular
parts that are not contrary to the ConstitutiothefRepublic of Belarus.

Article 143

Within a month of the entry into force of the Congton of the Republic of Belarus the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus andRfesident of the Republic of Belarus

shall form the Chamber of Representatives from ajrbe Deputies of the Supreme Council
who were elected by the appointed date of theeathrm held in 1996. The Deputies of the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus shddiretheir powers within the term

specified by the present Constitution. The terrthefr powers shall be assessed form the day
on which the present Constitution enters into force

The Council of the Republic shall be formed to dnger specified in Article 91 of the present
Constitution.

If within the stated time the Chamber of Reprederda is not formed due to controversies
between the President and the Supreme Counciiothreer shall, in accord with points 2 and
3 of Article 84 of the present Constitution, thepBme Council is dissolved and new
elections to Parliament are called.

Article 144

The President of the Republic of Belarus retaisgowers. The term of his powers is
assessed from the day on which the present Canstitenters into force.

Article 145

The Government of the Republic of Belarus shalfege its duties and powers from the day
on which the present Constitution enters into force

Article 146

The President, the Parliament and the Governmehinativo months from the day the
present Constitution enters into force shall fossigned organs of power in the order as
determined by the present Constitution, unlessraike specified by part 3 of Article 143 of
the Constitution.



A. Lukashenko
President of the Republic of Belarus

27 November 1996
Minsk



