CONSTITUTION

OF THE REPUBLIC OF ICELAND
(No. 33, 17 June 1944, as amended 30 May 1984,8811491, 28 June 1995 and 24
June 1999)

l.
Articlel
Iceland is a Republic with a parliamentary governie

Article2

Althingi and the President of Iceland jointly exsec legislative power. The
President and other governmental authorities refeto in this Constitution
and elsewhere in the law exercise executive podgnlges exercise judicial
power.

.
Article3
The President of Iceland shall be elected by tloplee

Article4

Any person who is at least thirty-five years of agel fulfils the requirements
necessary to vote in elections to Althingi, witke texception of the residency
requirement, is eligible to be elected President.

Article5

The President shall be elected by direct, seciétla those who are eligible

to vote in elections to Althingi. A presidentialnchdate shall be proposed by
not less than 1500 voters and not more than 30886.ckndidate, if there is
more than one, who receives the most votes iselalsted President. If there is
only one candidate, he is duly elected without t®vo

Further provision for the candidature and electdnthe President shall be
made by law, and it may be provided that a speatfimber of proposers shall
reside in each quarter of the country in proportionthe number of voters
there.

Article6

The President's term of office begins on tAeofl August and ends on the®31
of July four years later. The election of Presidaies place in June or July of
the year in which a term of office expires.

Article7

If the President dies or resigns prior to the expir his term of office, a new
President shall be elected for a period endinghen3tt' of July of the fourth
year from the election.



Article 8

If the Office of President of the Republic becormasant or if the President is
unable to perform his duties due to a stay abritlaéss, or other reasons, the
Prime Minister, the President of Althingi and thee$ident of the Supreme
Court shall exercise presidential authority. Thesktent of Althingi shall
preside at their meetings. In a divergence of @pirimong them, the majority
shall prevail.

Article9
The President of the Republic may not be a Memb@idthingi or accept paid
employment in the interest of any public institatiar private enterprise.

Disbursements from State funds to the Presidenthose who exercise
presidential authority shall be established by l&lwese disbursements to the
President may not be reduced during his term ateff

Article 10

On assuming office, the President shall take ah oatpledge to uphold the
Constitution. Two identical originals shall be eutsd of this oath or pledge.
One shall be kept by Althingi and the other by National Archives.

Article11
The President of the Republic may not be held atadle for executive acts.
The same applies to those who exercise presidentinbrity.

The President may not be prosecuted on a crimihatge except with the
consent of Althingi.

The President may be removed from office beforadrnis expires if approved
by a majority in a plebiscite called pursuant toesolution adopted by three-
fourths of the Members of Althingi. This plebiscggall be held within two

months from the date of adoption by Althingi of tlesolution. The President
shall not perform his duties from the time the heson is adopted by Althingi

until the results of the plebiscite are known.

If the resolution by Althingi is not approved iretiplebiscite, Althingi shall be
immediately dissolved and new elections called.

Article 12
The President of the Republic shall reside in @rfeykjavik.

Article 13
The President entrusts his authority to Ministers.

The seat of Government is in Reykjavik.



Article 14

Ministers are accountable for all executive actee Taccountability of the
Ministers is established by law. Althingi may impbaViinisters on account of
their official acts. The Court of Impeachment hampetence in such cases.

Article 15
The President appoints Ministers and dischargesi.th¢e determines their
number and assignments.

Article 16
The State Council is composed of the Presidenthef Republic and the
Ministers and is presided over by the President.

Laws and important government measures shall bmisiglol to the President
in the State Council.

Article17

Ministerial meetings shall be held in order to dse new legislative proposals
and important State matters. Furthermore, minateneetings shall be held if
a Minister wishes to raise a matter there. The imgetshall be presided over
by the Minister called upon by the President of Republic to do so, who is
designated Prime Minister.

Article 18
The Minister who has signed a measure shall, asleg submit it to the
President.

Article 19
The signature of the President validates a legislabct or government
measure when countersigned by a Minister.

Article 20
The President appoints public officials as providgdaw.

No person may hold public office unless he hasaludic nationality. Each
public official shall take an oath or pledge to alghthe Constitution.

The President may remove from office any officiddom he has appointed.

The President may transfer officials from one @&fio another provided that
their official remuneration is not reduced, and thay have an option between
such transfer and retirement with a pension, oragle benefits, as prescribed
by law.



Certain categories of officials, in addition to seomentioned in Article 61,
may be exempted by law from this provision.

Article21

The President of the Republic concludes treatigh wther States. Unless
approved by Althingi, he may not make such treatiesthey entall
renouncement of, or servitude on, territory oriterial waters, or if they
require changes in the State system.

Article 22

The President of the Republic shall convene Althimg later than ten weeks
after general elections. The President opens regelssions of Althingi each
year.

Article 23

The President of the Republic may adjourn sessidrAlthingi for a limited
period of time, but not exceeding two weeks nor entitan once a year.
Althingi may, however, authorize the Presidentdeidte from this provision.

If sessions of Althingi have been adjourned, theskient of the Republic may
nevertheless convene Althingi as deemed necedstamgover, the President,
Is obliged to do so upon the request of a majafitthe Members of Althingi.

Article 24

The President of the Republic may dissolve Althidghew election must take
place within 45 days from the announcement of tseatution. Althingi shall
convene not later than ten weeks after its disswlutMembers of Althingi
shall retain their mandate until Election Day.

Article 25
The President of the Republic may have bills aradtdesolutions submitted to
Althingi.

Article 26

If Althingi has passed a bill, it shall be subnittéo the President of the
Republic for confirmation not later than two weels$er it has been passed.
Such confirmation gives it the force of law. If tReesident rejects a bill, it

shall nevertheless become valid but shall, as ssocircumstances permit, be
submitted to a vote by secret ballot of all thokgilde to vote, for approval or

rejection. The law shall become void if rejectedt, ttherwise retains its force.

Article 27
All laws shall be published. The form of publicatiand the implementation of
laws shall be in accordance with law.



Article 28

In case of urgency, the President may issue pamasilaws when Althingi is
not in session. Such laws must not, however, bé&ragnto the Constitution.
They shall always be submitted to Althingi as sasrt convenes.

If Althingi does not approve a provisional law, ibrit does not complete its
consideration of the law within six weeks after wening, the law shall
become void.

A provisional budget may not be issued if Althifgis passed the budget for
the fiscal year.

Article 29

The President may decide that the prosecutionrfmfense be discontinued if
there are strong reasons therefor. The Presidamtggpardon and amnesty.
However, he may not absolve a Minister from proteauor from a
punishment imposed by the Court of Impeachmenteaslapproved by
Althingi.

Article 30
The President, or other governmental authoritigsusted by the President,
grants exemptions from laws in accordance withidistaed practice.

I,

Article 31

Althingi shall be composed of 63 members electedhgy people by secret
ballot on the basis of proportional representatayra term of four years.

Electoral districts shall be no fewer than six andnore than seven in number.
Their boundaries shall be defined by law; howeuvbg National Election
Board may define the boundaries of the electorsttidts in Reykjavik and its
vicinity.

For each respective electoral district, six seha#dl 9e allocated in accordance
with the outcome of elections within that distrithe number of parliamentary
seats for each electoral district shall in othepeets be defined by law, subject
however to the provisions of the fifth paragraph.

Seats other than those allocated to the electasaiiais shall be distributed
within each respective electoral district with thmrpose of providing
individual political parties with representatiorflegting to the fullest possible
extent each party’s total number of votes. Howewatly political parties
having received at least five per cent of all vakides cast nation-wide shall be
eligible for such distribution.



If the number of voters on the voting register esented by each
parliamentary seat, allocated or distributed, bexomm one electoral district
one half of the number represented by each partitang seat in another
electoral district, the National Election Board Ilhavise the number of seats
representing each electoral district with the aifwremlucing this difference.
This shall be provided for in further detail by law

Provisions of law relating to election district lmolaries and the methods of
allocating seats in Parliament can only be ameihgea two-thirds majority in
Althingi.

Article 32
Sessions of Althingi are held in one chamber.

Article 33

All persons who, on the date of an election, areyd&s of age or older and
have Icelandic nationality have the right to vote dlections to Althingi.
Permanent domicile in Iceland, on the date of act&ln, is also a requirement
for voting, unless exceptions from this rule argudated in the law on
elections to Althingi.

Further provisions regarding elections to Althisgall be laid down in the law
on elections.

Article34
Every national having the right to vote in electoto Althingi and an
unblemished reputation is eligible to be electedltbingi.

Supreme Court Judges, however, are not eligible.

V.

Article 35

Althingi shall convene for a regular session evgrgr on the *f of October or,
if the day falls on an official holiday, on the lfming weekday, and continue
in session until the same date the following yeatess the election period of
Members of Althingi has elapsed earlier or Althihgs been dissolved.

The opening date of the regular session of Althmgy be changed by law.

Article 36
Althingi is inviolate. No person may disturb itsgoe or violate its freedom.



Article37
Althingi shall normally convene in Reykjavik, bubder special circumstances
the President of the Republic may order that Ajhzonvene at another place
in Iceland.

Article 38
Members of Althingi and Ministers are entitled taroduce bills and draft
resolutions.

Article 39

Althingi may appoint committees of its Members inder to investigate
important matters of public interest. Althingi mayant authority to such
committees to request reports, oral or writtenpfrofficials as well as from
individuals.

Article 40

No tax may be imposed, altered or abolished exbgdaw. Nor may loans,
indebting the State, be taken or any real estdtngmg to the State or the use
thereof sold or in any other way disposed of, ekbgpauthority in law.

Article4l
No disbursement may be made unless authorized en bildget or the
supplementary budget.

Article42

A budget proposal for the coming fiscal year, conteg a report on the
revenue and expenditure of the State, shall be sigghto each regular session
of Althingi upon it being convened.

Article43

The financial accounts of the State, its institasiand administrative bodies,
shall be subject to an audit by, or under the sugien of Althingi, as provided
by law.

Article 44
No bill may be passed until it has received thiesalings in Althingi.

Article 45

Regular elections to Althingi shall take place taier than at the end of the
electoral term. The beginning and end of the efatterm is on the same day
of the week in a month, counting from the beginroh¢ghe month.

Article 46
Althingi decides whether its Members are legallgcetd and also whether a
Member has lost eligibility for election to Althing



Article47
Each new Member of Althingi shall take a pledgauptold the Constitution
when his election has been approved.

Article 48
Members of Althingi are bound solely by their cartion and not by any
instructions from their constituents.

Article 49

No Member of Althingi may be subjected to custody emand during a
session of Althingi without the consent of Althingior may a criminal action
be brought against him unless he is caught in¢hefacommitting a crime.

No Member of Althingi may be held accountable algsiAlthingi for
statements made by him in Althingi, except with tbasent of Althingi.

Article 50
If a Member of Althingi loses eligibility for eleicin to Althingi, he forfeits
those rights that the election brought him.

Article51

Ministers are entitled to a seat in Althingi ang, \brtue of their office, have
the right to participate in its debates as oftethay may desire, but they must
observe the rules of procedure. They have the tmhbte only if they are at
the same time Members of Althingi.

Article 52
Althingi elects a President, who presides ovepiitgeedings.

Article 53
Althingi may not take a decision unless a quorummaire than half of its
Members are present at the meeting and take ptré imoting.

Article54

Each Member of Althingi may request, subject to pleemission of Althingi,
information from a Minister or an answer regardagublic matter, by tabling
a question or requesting a report.

Article 55
Althingi may not admit for consideration any matteless introduced by one
of its Members or a Minister.

Article 56
Should Althingi not find cause to take a decisionaogiven matter it can refer
it to a Minister.



Article57

Meetings of Althingi shall be held in public. Netleless, the President of
Althingi, or the quorum stipulated by the rulesppbcedure, may request that
all those not Members of Althingi be excluded. Theeting shall then decide
whether the matter shall be debated in a publec dosed session.

Article 58
The rules of procedure of Althingi shall be detered by law.

V.
Article 59
The organization of the judiciary can only be eksaled by law.

Article 60

Judges settle all disputes regarding the competeht®e authorities. No one
seeking a ruling thereon can, however, temporaigde obeying an order
from the authorities by submitting the matter fqudicial decision.

Article 61

In the performance of their official duties, judgd®ll be guided solely by the
law. Those judges who do not also have adminisgatiinctions cannot be

discharged from office except by a judicial deasiocnor may they be

transferred to another office against their wilkcept in the event of re-

organization of the judiciary. However, a judge wWias reached the age of 65
may be released from office, but Judges of the &uprCourt shall not lose

any of their salary.

VI.

Article 62

The Evangelical Lutheran Church shall be the Stdterch in Iceland and, as
such, it shall be supported and protected by thegeSt

This may be amended by law.

Article 63

All persons have the right to form religious asatons and to practice their
religion in conformity with their individual conviions. Nothing may however be
preached or practised which is prejudicial to goumtals or public order.

Article 64

No one may lose any of his civil or national rightsaccount of his religion, nor
may anyone refuse to perform any generally apgkcalvil duty on religious
grounds.



Everyone shall be free to remain outside religiassociations. No one shall be
obliged to pay any personal dues to any religi@seaation of which he is not a
member.

A person who is not a member of any religious datoa shall pay to the
University of Iceland the dues that he would haw o pay to such an
association, if he had been a member. This mayneaded by law.

VII.

Article 65

Everyone shall be equal before the law and enjoyanurights irrespective of
sex, religion, opinion, national origin, race, agioproperty, birth or other status.

Men and women shall enjoy equal rights in all retpe

Article 66

No one may be deprived of Icelandic citizenshipsd.@f citizenship may,
however, be provided for by law, in the event asperaccepts citizenship in
another State. An alien can only be granted Icétaoiizenship according to
law.

An Icelandic citizen cannot be barred from entericgjand nor expelled there
from. The rights of aliens to enter and residecgidnd, and the reasons for which
they may be expelled, shall be laid down by law.

No one may be barred from leaving Iceland excepjuolcial decision. A
person may however be prevented from leaving Icelgnlawful arrest.

Every person lawfully residing in Iceland shall fioee to choose his residence
and shall enjoy freedom of travel subject to anyitktions laid down by law.

Article67
No one may be deprived of his liberty except asgezd by law.

Any person deprived of his liberty shall be endittl® be informed promptly of
the reasons for this measure.

Any person arrested by reason of suspicion of aamtonduct shall be brought
before a judge without undue delay. If he is ntdaged at once, the judge shall,
within 24 hours, issue a reasoned decision on whdth shall be detained on
remand. Detention on remand may only be orderedtaue charge subject to
heavier sanctions than fines or punitive custodhe fight of a person detained on
remand to refer the decision on his remand to argupcourt shall be guaranteed
by law. A person shall never be detained on renfiantbnger than necessary; if
the judge deems that he may be released on badrtimnt of bail shall be
determined by a judicial order.



Any person deprived of his liberty for other reasshall be entitled to have the
legality of the measure reviewed by a court as ssopossible. If his deprivation
of liberty proves to have been unlawful he shaliddeased forthwith.

Any person deprived of his liberty without validasan shall have a right to
compensation.

Article 68
No one may be subjected to torture or any otheurmdn or degrading treatment
or punishment.

No one shall be required to perform compulsory labo

Article 69

No one may be subjected to punishment unless fguildy of conduct that

constituted a criminal offence according to the laivthe time when it was
committed, or is totally analogous to such condiitie sanctions may not be
more severe than the law permitted at the timewofroission.

Death penalty may never be stipulated by law.

Article 70

Everyone shall, for the determination of his rightsl obligations or in the event
of a criminal charge against him, be entitled,dwihg a fair trial and within a

reasonable time, to the resolution of an indeperalas impartial court of law. A

hearing by a court of law shall take place in pyldixcept if the judge decides
otherwise as provided for by law in the interestnadrals, public order, the
security of the State or the interests of the pauti

Everyone charged with criminal conduct shall bespneed innocent until proven

guilty.

Article71
Everyone shall enjoy freedom from interference vpitivacy, home, and family
life.

Bodily or personal search or a search of a pergmalsises or possessions may
only be conducted in accordance with a judicialislen or a statutory law
provision. This shall also apply to the examinatmindocuments and mail,
communications by telephone and other means, arahyoother comparable
interference with a person's right to privacy.

Notwithstanding the provisions of the first paramraabove, freedom from
interference with privacy, home and family life mhg otherwise limited by
statutory provisions if this is urgently necesdarythe protection of the rights of
others.



Article 72

The right of private ownership shall be inviolaléo one may be obliged to
surrender his property unless required by pubter@sts. Such a measure shall be
provided for by law, and full compensation shallagd.

The right of foreign parties to own real propermtyerests or shares in business
enterprises in Iceland may be limited by law.

Article 73
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion arliebe

Everyone shall be free to express his thoughtsshuait also be liable to answer
for them in court. The law may never provide fonsaship or other similar
limitations to freedom of expression.

Freedom of expression may only be restricted byitathe interests of public

order or the security of the State, for the pradecof health or morals, or for the
protection of the rights or reputation of othefssuch restrictions are deemed
necessary and in agreement with democratic traditio

Article 74

Associations may be formed without prior permission any lawful purpose,
including political associations and trade unioAs. association may not be
dissolved by administrative decision. The actigitté an association found to be
in furtherance of unlawful objectives may howeverdnjoint, in which case legal
action shall be brought without undue delay forudgment dissolving the
association.

No one may be obliged to be a member of any asgmtidMembership of an
association may however be made obligatory by faws is necessary in order
to enable an association to discharge its functionthe public interest or on
account of the rights of others.

People are free to assemble unarmed. Public gadjsernay be attended by
police. Public gatherings in the open may be baiingds feared that riots may
ensue.

Article 75

Everyone is free to pursue the occupation of hisosimg. This right may
however be restricted by law, if such restrictisnrequired with regard to the
public interest.

The right of people to negotiate terms of employtreerd other labour-related
matters shall be regulated by law.



Article 76

The law shall guarantee for everyone the necessaigtance in case of sickness,
invalidity, infirmity by reason of old age, unempioent and similar
circumstances.

The law shall guarantee for everyone suitable gémrelucation and tuition.

For children, the law shall guarantee the protecéind care which is necessary
for their well-being.

Article 77

Matters concerning taxes shall be regulated by Tdwe. power to decide whether
to levy a tax, change a tax or abolish a tax maybeovested in administrative
authorities.

No tax may be levied unless the levy was permitgethw at the time when the
facts occurred on which the tax liability is based.

Article 78

The municipalities shall manage their affairs irefegiently as laid down by law.
The income sources of the municipalities, and ityet rof the municipalities to
decide whether and how to use their sources ofme¢shall be regulated by law.

Article 79

Proposals to amend or supplement this Constituti@y be introduced at
regular as well as extraordinary sessions of Atthili the proposal is adopted,
Althingi shall immediately be dissolved and a gahetection held. If Althingi
then passes the resolution unchanged, it shalbbgrmed by the President of
the Republic and come into force as constitutideal

If Althingi passes an amendment to the status ®Church under Article 62, it

shall be submitted to a vote for approval or repecty secret ballot of all
those eligible to vote.

(Trandation fromIcelandic)



