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THE NAMIBIAN

:THE adoptnon of the constitution marked “g historic milestone and a giant step! forward towards the .
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completion of the Namibian people’s long, bitter and bloody struggle. for mdependence” Swapo

Speakmg at the special session of

' the CA, Mr Nujoma described the =~
* event:as“‘one of the most important

and’ memorable .acts, of _self-

detenmnauon. for the Nannbmn

peopleiaet

people ‘wanted to proceed to inde-.

" pendence immediately and had worked
: "»thhagreatsensoofurgency(oﬁtlﬁl 4

its task, “confounding all the doubt:, '_

-ersin the process”

~ “This constitution is nota perfect .,

dence that all the pillars of a demo-
cratic polmeal culturehave beenlaid -
down in this constitution.” :

The Swapo leader praised the in- - k&
clusion of a Bill of nghts to protect
the individual against the abuse of

state power and said this shiould give
the people faith in the future of their

- nation.

Mr Nujoma also said those who
had suffered degradation and depri-

vation inthe past could look forward
- to a better future of social justice,
; peaceandprogress,becauseafﬁmm S
tive action wasincluded ‘in ‘the

constitution.
At the same time, he emphmnzed

bestmthe world.” =
Coupled to this, affirmative acuon ;

; fpresldent and Naqubum presldent-elect Sam Nujoma ¢ sald on Fnday.

the need to forge “a smgle, national
- identity out of the several different’

ethnic units in this country”.

- Mr Nll] oma thanked the mmonty
parties. in the . Assembly for the
~ “‘political maturity and sense of pa-
Ho,saxd the CA had knownthat the &

triotic responsibility” they had dis-

~played during the wntmg of the .
g comututlon. ; :

. “This great beginning holds forth
' bnght prospects: for a. ‘happy and .
__constructive workmg wrelationship
. - among the parhes in the future,” he
document, But for usin Swapo, itis
an impressive summation  of the
universally aoclmnwdpnmples ideas
and values of a democtahc soelety o
“hesaid. ' :
““We can, indeed, state with confi-.

added. | .

_ “Iwouldliketo conclude my brief"
. statement by saying to the Namibian
.. people; forward with national recon-

ciliation, unity, peace and progress.

; .Long live the constitution of the
. Republic ofNameia.” ;

of the people of Namibia”.

“It provides for the uphftment of -
the vast-majority of our people,” he

said,

et "I‘hef,DTA is sausﬁed it contama“

guidelines that.wﬂlmake:toneofthe

- Democratic Tumhalle Alliance vice-
president Mishake Muyongo under-
lined that the hammering out of the

- constitution had been a collective:

.+ effort “‘of the elected representatives

‘to redtess t‘ne mjumces of the past .
'-whxleatthe same time protecting the
. rights of property provided for the
- birth'of anew'nation, he continued.

“Wemaddmganomemnﬂupmy

-democracy to the few in Africa.”

Mr Muyongo said the DTA was

,.;_\;nlso satisfied that the constitution
** 'provided for sufficient checks and
balances. *

‘ The DTA, he sald, wouldfulﬁlthe :
role of a loyal and effective parlia-
mentary opposmon. ¢

" The controversial question of de-
tainees still allegedly being held by
Swapo was raised by UDF leader
Chief Justus Garoeb.

- “Mr Garoeb:aid although the UDF
was glad about the acceptance of the

1982 principles, it was unhappy about
 the fact thatthe CAhad not dealt with

the question of alleged Swapo de-

‘gaxnees

“If it remains unresolved it will

~ leave an indelible scar on the face of
the United Nations, and more imme-

diately will ‘become a formidable
'obstacle to reconclhatxon, peace and

- prosperity,” he said.

*At the same time the UDF leader
paid tribute to the “goodwill and

‘statesmanship:which has led to this

5 watershed”

E

> TWO of thekey player‘s in the Nanubxanmdependence process,UN
Special Representative Martti Ahtisaari (left) and South African

Administrator-General Louis Pienaar share some’ behmd-ﬂxe-scenes
stories at Friday’s historic occasion, ‘

Mr Garoeb added that the UDF

would support Namibia becoming a

legitimate member of the UN and the
. Commonwealth.

ACN Cchairpe;

: im;iox‘t‘ah’t‘eventm'
~ new Namibia”

C rson Jannie de Wet

said while his party did not agree

with some aspects of the constitution,

such as references to the harm done

by apartheid, it accepted the whole of

the constitution as it guamnteed
e n

would give impetus to events in South
Affica..."to search forpractical ways
and means to solve their own prob-
lems in the interest of themeglonand

whole world”,

“We now have one common real-

ity,” he said, “the’ goal of building a
new nationm aprosperous country’’.

Mrde Wet saidit was essentialthe =

incoming govemment was .consti-

tuted as soon as possible. “You can’t

eat the constitution and you can’t

live onmdependence alone,” he said.
The ACN 'man gave assurances

<

that his pa.ny s supporters would stay

in Namibia and contribute to devel-

economic and eéducational.”

“This land belongstousall as well
asthisconstitution. Thisconstitution
must be the pride of every Namibian
citizen,” he said.

_ century of colonial oppression dur-

opment at all levels: social, polmcal " ing which black Namibians had not

Federal Convention of Namibia

representative Mr Mburumba Ker-
on & quality constitution. -

_And, he said, the document was §0

. pow rfulgs tomspue loyalty as well

idspw Whope for’ ptdgreu
anc reeoncﬂmwn. :
*“There i is no doubt Namzbm is

2 emergmg 28 a new power centre in

southem Afnca,” he said.
Mr Kerina said he was proud to
havebeenapartofthe assembly “and
toworkwith those from whom Ihave
‘been. estranged for solong®.

‘The adoption of the constitution
‘marked the “retum of the land to its

 rightful owners” after more than a

""knownpeaceanddlgtnty,NNFleader

Mr de Wet committed his party to

upholding the laws of the Republic

of Namibia “to the best of our abil-

ity”. “God bless our country ¥ he
concluded.

The fact that Namibians
ten their own constitution in only 80
days was “a phenomenal achieve-
ment” by an African nation, and
showed the people of Namibia were
“no small potatoes™, NPF leader. Moses.
Katjiuongua'said.

Mr Katjiuongua said the constitution
protected evetybody, “even those who

d writ-

Fy Jon

did not accept it in-its entiréty; like -

Mr Koos Pretorius and Mr Jan de

The NPF would respect and up-
hold the constitution and would play
a positive opposition role.

“We are looking forward to the.

_ffuture wlmhope and optimism,” he -
' added. i

MrKagmonguaaddedthathehoped :

the poxmve developments in Namibia .

4~ Wet”, he said-to some laughter, . = *

& .MiRukom*addedthathehadbeen :

“Vekuui Rukoro said.

* Mr Rukoro said the long struggle
had eventually realised the revolu-
tionary aspirations of the oppressed
for national liberation. In this proc-
ess those who sacrificed their lives
should not be forgotten.

The NNF man commended the
protection of human rights - espe-
cially the abolition of the death sen-
tence and detention without trial - as

_well as the upholdmg of workers® .
and women’s rights,

- Mr;Rukoro also pointed out that
the constitution - outlined : certain
minimmum policy considerations which

would : serve asithe basis formnona.l g

reconmhatton and harmony.

“I'am optimistic that'our expen-
ment in democratic’ govemment is
“going to pass the test of txme.” he
said. :

-a lmpresaedbyﬂxe wtllingnpss ofallto.

¥

-compromise in the national interest,
. The constitution should not just be
,keptmthemhwes.butbewnﬂenon
. the heartsofthe people, sothey could
make;twurktogethez,heconcluded. /
¥ The CAis seheduledtpmeet again

.at 10pm on March 20
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THE MARK OF A LEADER IS THE ABILITY TO
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