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There are forces against

constltutl_onal amendment, says Okoye

A member of the Elecwral Reform C and
Kaduna based lvyer, Mr. Fesno Okoye speaks to
SAXONE AKHAINE on the consisurional amend-
ment. He alse comments on the palitics of e rec-
onciliation of former Viee' Prevident Atiky

7 with his former bosy, jormer president,
Chief Ofisegun %Isu\ryu Excerpis:

wwldmtb'itheﬁ:sr.ﬁmlhaﬂaﬁmnl
Assembly is attem _mamundthal!
m:fdmmwu

Amplc nfmonlh: Jwas confident that we might

m nghL h 1 ain not too o u.n.tt:.l‘hm\e

forces and Mstitutions woakang againsi th
am:ndmult of the constitution. The fiest oit]mse
Toroes ure ogitating for state creation, These peaple
Jmow that it is next to impossible W comply with
the nxpuirements for state creation uudr.t Section 8
of the constitution. 1t s impossibe for unybody W
meet wilh the consfitutional regiivements for the
orcation of stales,

Sectign B of the Constifution provides [hat if you
want a new state to be created vou miest frst ngake
a request o the Mational Assambly. And that
reguest must be made by two-third of the membens
of the National Assemibly (Senale nd Honse of
Reprvsenturives) from the state where the new
state bos bo be created fon and s Uiivd of roem-
bers of th the stale, They aré the

the councils from
ones 1o make this rguest 1o the Nutionol Assembly
o the creation of the new state. After miking the
request, the Mational Assembly will trunsmit il
Tequest to the Tndependeng N.d.luun] Tlectoral
Cunllms-ilml (IMEC) that i eonatitutlonatly man.
to conduet election, The INEC will comrbuot a
referendim in the stite only, and two-third of the
peaple in the state must agree thit they wanl a new
state. After the state referendurmn, there would be o
mmu] veferendum and o simple gagority of all
the states, and a sivple majority of the Fouses of
Assernbly mmist approve the reguest, Tlereitter, it
gous back 10 the National Asseubly, and hoth
Hooses must approve the feguedt by two-thingds
magority Therewill also be a consey et il wmend -
ment for boundary acjustmeant, and adjnstenent in
the eounells: So, itis text foan 1m1.uu~ﬂ ity to cre-
ate states. But what slates agitators are now ('.Inur.h
is to rely on the issue of constitutional d

« Ofoyve

Hepresentatives should be co-chaimman. I is not
the real issue. My suggestion is, if nomenclature is
the problem, let ihe depty senate president be the
clianman and the depoly apealcer should be the

uleernate ehajrman. And them lel them move on-
with the process. Bul thay are now ngini, that the'

amendments will be completed in the
of 2010, i'-ua during the ] first. quarter n?

nohedy will be of constitutional w
met, Palimnl fc&g‘ht‘m wonld have hed hened
and everylindy would b out theve in the feld cam-

pﬂl Tl

we dm:l get this amendment by the end of
100'9

= you canuot amend the constitutiun anless you
= o onr states, I you want to alls of constite-
:xmml wmnendment, you should also talk about stalis
!
‘l!-esmutl are the forecs that bellev that there s
uothing wiong with the constitulion. Theseane the
who wounld say, {|un leawe: the constitulionas
it is and the consts will in due course use its mtan
pretative powers to clear the Baulls and the lacuna
i our constitution!

‘Then there ave thase whao do sol want the conssi-
tution o be amended becanse they feel it i 0 bouksy
trap, They believe that If yon allow it, il is pessihic
that derivation nay gt 10 five por ot L5 possi«
Bile thut the members of the Mational Assembly will

sh the joint stade-local goverament aceounls,
which s a strong puiiil i governois The e
ty clanse may be reinoved. So these (orees are also
against umsmm:uml amendmont.

Now; the question s that with whiat b goiug o, it
is a shudlow fight, (L iy ot a seal e on whether
thE Deputy Senate President should be chairman

ie deputy Speaker of (he House of

1599 comstitution mmnlrlu:nt bill. We

4 is made will now take
effect from 2015, My oplnion is that we should go
om wath whit we aze doing, The electoru] commit-
tee has submitted it yeport to the president and
contained in the report e three bills. The first 18
hm:drail—
ed the law: The is Electoral Act 2006
wmendment bill euu] Lhe I]m d is Electorul Offences

Commission bill. Let the president forward the
ilks to thie Nitionad Asseinbily and let the National -

Assembly amend the constitation as it reates 1o
elertoral matters, which are not o contentious.
Let them feave this issue of staté creation, deriva-

tiom, T clanse, joint local government
accounts, tole for lraditional ridess ete thal are cre~
ating Erol:]c:,u:s . Let them leave these alone, others
wise thure would be sorieua problems, which at the
end of the duy would not allow for the

of a sgle clause of the constitution.

Haw do you constity

uﬂm!tlhy decamp-
of the Zeunfara G {ror All Nigerian
%g:-p les l’u.rt,\r (AN??;;E m Pﬁp]e:l

A couple of months I was conﬂdent that we might get it
right. Today, I am not too optimistic. There are forces and
institutions working against the amendment of the consfitu-
tion. The first of those forces are agitating for state creation.
These people know that il is next to impossible to comply
with the reguirements for state creation under Section 8 of
.the constitution. It is impossible for anybody to meet with

the constitutional requirements for the creation of states,
f 3

-l‘mwbiuﬂml,ll\mﬂrm!wﬂnldbamnn]lopﬂm

m: Section 177, sub-section 2c says

rmulabe salified to contest election to the

o[ﬂ;]lug 1-21 guwlmld s, Fou tﬂl?y ]&s:mn:ab?wda

i aply; and sponisore t party, In the
v Rlimsm. Rotimi 2

dcc].mz that as fiu Factionali
d to meana lete realk up of
'r.'he I Tut, thes point is that this particular pro-
vision uFUns mnsl:rubnn doed nok nw.ﬁ governats,
whil we biave arg pr Jz
People have been citing lhr.me he former vice
Atlku A a justiication for

party, and nol of
yuestion uow I that if the 1mn&a1t: ﬁwen by the
eople of Zinnfar is to the paty aa

uhvldlml. cary the individual out of his volition

ak pierticular from one to the
u‘l.her withont ; going pw: the dmpw? It is
possiblethat the inZamfaravoted for the

el pctorate j
 and riot for an individual, Wlhat the govenar
g done s unconstitutional, And what others

| lmfore i have done is uneonstitwtional.
'.l believe:

votes miust be allowed to count. What hes
pened is that he has rubbished the entire volesand
tnandate of the p:gple of Zamfiura, If the president
w

it the time has come when ;uﬂ:ﬁ

of Nigeria, ol nder the platfonu of PDP
decides to decamp ) the All Progressives Grand
Alliance (APG

A WE i going to have serous

constitutional erisis; we will have a breakdows of
laow andl order.

The time has come when our Jaw courts must

descend leavily on palitical opportunists who use

the platform ol one party to contest and win dec-

tion and then without going back w the e]l:l:kn’?m‘.

¢ =

not fo the

this: mmeufmﬂmwud:dﬂtﬂ before that of
Aminechi. Atiku had only expressed an intention
to, and B not contested an election under the
plﬂtfumltﬂapmty,ns ik the time the case wont Lo
court, In the case of Amaechi, l]wtmsakhubo
tion has been held, somebody has been netumed as

wmor of a ste under the plstform of the
1’[&1‘9‘, and then he was nou the rightful person,
Amaechi’ did not campaign for the election,
nobody voted for libng bm since the party that wnn
election was the party that was supposed 1o have
sponsord it the Supreme Court said et him go
and be: governor because the vote that was cast on
April 14, 2007 was s vote for Celestine Omehia. 8o,
If the vote wese for Omehia the court would huve
ardered for & bye-election. But, since (he vote was
for the party, the cowrt didn’t ovder tion.
The question is that if the vole bs for the party as
the Supreme Court declared in the case of
Arnaeehi, then which political paxty did the people
of Zanfara volo for on April 14, 2007 The vote
g meant fise a particular political party, and the
d}ll‘f]W ]nﬁrhtmm?.unlm'ﬂ:ukmy

fm them the

ransfer
lost ¢l

Euiami]a.r state: The fact that it has lmp wl\ed
eftore and it allowed 0 proceed can r:nfy s

ter an atmasphere of mpunity. When e
bbbt o EE
of impami arvdoing is

nm[?w.w"r;allynglu.lm maw}:“muatlmm
this e v nd e what way we can help tw sta-
bilise the polity,

ur.lhnsbem

'l'laemumrum mllfplmadw In zelation to men-
bers of the Senate, House of repesentatives and

humﬁuﬂuﬁntﬁ

‘members of the State Assernblics to move fron one

ity to the other, if theve ate fretions in their own
tics. The mr;nhmmn dne!ainmhm.- an n:qu‘hrmn—1
provision for governog, are argui
there are factions in te ANPE, you st pm":g that
5}&(’0 is a rival fwi,tmgil m}dﬁ‘lfmiafnr instance, the
cetoral commusaion ias refised to recognise iy
of the 1wrmalus32m

I'Ilc unmml. we allow people msenallyvmlaleihe

ol e facti . But,
llu:n. are dissgresments in em)ppany and there
llswenmtJmPD U cannot

?mmgmd ief Ol b Obasanj lu
i usegun o
Civil society groups and the nwd.\a. played o key
role in prmantmg, Obasanjo from lmrﬁng
Abul in euffs to prison. Without ¢
robust i ll'nﬂ\‘!:l.llwll of the .Iuduu.qf itis 1J|e
that Atilon wondd be in prson loday;
he fought Dbasanjo on principles, | he clains thnt
L foght Obasanjo for his seril violation af the
constitution or that he foaght him for democrae
to grow, T think it would be standing logicon :lsml-{
for him now to turn to kel the N preople that
Obasanjo is a patriot and unless both of them put
hiuls u‘:]geﬂmn thie coumtyy eannot move forward,
Ilth1:1k 1t that i the height of political irrespon-
L I
Wlw lhmu‘?.dfmmﬁem all the fj adw:as for
posilioning: an purpses ancing
Eul:im!l power. But, 1 recognize his vight to free-
i afinovemnent and assoeiation, 5o 1te can Justi-
fir it on the basis of his own p(umnal interest,
buecause he is now nctuated rsonal interest
um'l wosiblening for 2011 But shnnldrmlnkv
igerian peaple for 2 nde.

Youths bemoan slow pace, rampant Kidnaps in Anambra

'I‘]-II’. All Progressive Grand Alliance
(APGA) govermiment in Anaubia

performed below expectations, need-
Hig b0 two notable youths organizations
i the state. But at the voot of the pob.
lem s Jack of vibrancy on lhi patt of
oppasition parties, argues the Sate
coordinator of the National Grassroots
Forum My, Joseph Nwabueze, o goonp
comprised mostly ymn.l:a of Peoples
Demotrutic Party (FDF)
According to Nwabmeze, “the PDP lins
2ll the yvars failed in its respousilality
to drive and give tlus state
muoyentum, The state needs the sorvie-
es uf self-appointed individuals 1o par-
i) “im,u in the decision-making process

He terefore appealed to all members
of PDP, (o close ranks
State under Governor Peter Obi has ﬁunx\ wpecially APGA, AC and All

igerin Peoples Purty (ANP?% a robust

eviryung 1o work
PEP-Jed g
Government House in the state.
“The main challenge facin
forwin ds the need to reconeile
sioarg o the party and vestore the condi-
denee of the elestorates in the electond
Provess, Our forum will ns much as
sible plice as muoch decision-n
e neaded qur us pessible in the bands of the
el clupter nstead of the head office.
The principle i that for democratic
powes to be

Fronn Chitks Collins, Awka

and give the ris
as God gives 1

hefshe is on und| Te aware thal just
1élntze, 50 nlso the gragsrools

%l fiig- _]um -shark

Another group,
0 ¢ (znvm HANCE g
best it et be b

fiot a8 spectators.” --r_-st-'n'l hl 4 loeal cornmunity instead of rnment to ensure protection of *
"Our party {PDP) has fadled to galva- ﬁ,a““,d P in ﬂwuﬁm Inapress Woman Adlairs De. Ego Uzoezie and her
nize its eueq;h'-sund DESOUICEs Mo pros “We Juive areived at o era whereby no  statement i 2 the Presidant My, Son last yeRr, if others were “business
duetive palitical énterprise, it has left po]mu.un sabwithstanding his politienl  [nnacent i and Secretary Tony S0HC awty!

the state at the mn.hgy of political oo

vtes paading a Jorifying than-
ph\nes nil pnhuiigm! nn,fsmhs w%m Taave
come to deliver Anambra State!

wmlul o breighit can come from above
0 claim and fmpose o 1w

time for any politician to come down
and show us how much “gidigham™

Haelwelu, the

te. 1t s described as the

support for President Musa YarAdus
F-point wygenda, noting it is what would
wideaprend  grassroots
welopment in the countyy.
P%;d Governor Obi rnli Lo Rl
o m F-point
ing ngéuwﬂ:equuuung n.n%‘:‘l‘il
P-lad federal government.
Coalition for Good
Tair

Stite has charged the state

emnfﬂm?w
emment over the rising n.pwleo( id-

chillonge iy the fnlulf: ],mll:, e wmﬂ.s give nnmdutrz, siicl, EOM awry! between him md his eredi-
Thae Ni il P of the forum, tors. They that even if it was S0,
ernment  to o My Joh Osuala urged muss ¥HEN has | Indmpbemmc 2 legal way of

Osunla |

er non-  SECurity strategies at his di

edfor (i
o ‘stemn |
actoss the state”
Bolities in

)Cll' Benjy Obi, itk for
a0 31’1““‘ bt)!dmhn‘;sﬂ'm
kldnlﬁ of a membn:l of the State
‘Assembly, Mr. Joa Dimobt as "businoss

. They lJlamﬁJre called on the governor
as the chief Security uilicer of the slate to
vise up to thie cceasion wnduse all the

in the state. They

of Abagana, HRH Igwe J.C Miwoka of
Alor, Dr. Ansvo Edemobi (a sibling of
the mewmbent minister of information
and  Communication, Prof Darn
Aleanyili .md l.he lndn:l
child of lef of
*\namhl.-;. Iubuue GodMn : Liww
minent indigenes o state, as
we]fm as many others that ocear daily un-
TEEDIIQ(] i business gone awry.”
Rising frm its zonal meeting held at
to the Bnmhtll Re-soﬂ Awka, the new

sent and definite plan of action
e tide of insecurity sweeping

“The group wondered whist was behind
m_'ner RS nfksd:m 6, including I.l\nl.rnf

Deputy and former
dweﬂam of PPA Cluef Austin Ndigwe
spid there was no st.upplrlgh:.'hs Grarl.y
from. & OVET BOveros
state {n the nuxt election,
He decried the unmnrd:mled pr&
iy

i eriticized what i{
rnment an

no adnap of HRH [gwe

naps in th

“Also, thi 51'0\1% wants to know from the
thiose they described as

eir attack-dogs whethes the recent
Mbamalu Okeke

and
Gowernor Obi, & “that the
of Anambra “deseryve more than this”
Six persons according to him have indi-
eated interest I.nfhf ob on the platform
of PPA. He said nothing would stop PPA
from winning Anambra in the next elec-
tion.
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