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NEW ORDER

By David Mukboli

GOOD govermment
3 v onc that can ac
emplah the cenen-

ml executive tisks of choos
ing and formulating policies
i a way that expresses a
thear ymbolic direcuon,
and puSrantcemng that those
policies will receive effective
Uimplementation,” wrote
~Bergio Farbbrini, an associ-
Fate Mrolessor of interna.
ftional relations at the
flastivue  Universitario
Oricotale in Naples
.- Panthermore, Scrgin says
j performing the former
. the executive must coo-
vey 3 sense of public par-
pose, forged through inter-
f acuon with publc opmion,
that counteracu the inerual
E ot well-organsed munoritics
and other powerful'interen
FF““F

in periciming the Iatter
sk the execunive must
ke s deczoons sck’ @
sxdey to carty 0wt coherent
polacees.”
b Understandably the ex-
sculive s nol the sole state
crgan al the helm of gover
E maned, the legishiture and
Fthe Judiciary all work inde-
b pendently in the manage-
cment of the state
. The Executive s com-
posed of the President and
the cabunet, whose function
. mbroadly 1o execute the law
=2 pamed by the legulature
pin addition the execcutive
gerelops policies and di
frect the admunistration of
he sale in accordance with

o

" On the other hand the
E Ezakiture, which is the par-
Elament elected by the
Bpeople; i effect gpperesent-
=g them acts a0 2 theck on
the exccutive by examining
Bit's {exccutive) plans, poli-
ines and fanctions.

y he legislature ar
: ticulates peaple's
Interest and en-

iures that the executive
meets e anpladons of the
speapla and the national
fhgals, While the Judicinry i
ban crgan ol state, adminis-
eang and imterpreting the
faw and judiciously resolv
5g dupuics
“The Judiciary should be
d dent i performing

4y fonctions, and the execn-
e and the legulature

fompls optimism in the
EConstitution 10 regulate

legilature and the Judi-
The 1967 Constitution
seentrated power in ihe
. which exened its
toce on the jegisbture
warse m.ll mterfered|

created a scenario of

fusion of powens of the state
organ, consequently the
emergency of dictatorship
People's volees wers suffo
cated, luws were flonted o
the executive run govern-
enl A Orcws enlerpross
1 1

rr ¢
tion through the legsbiture

of power o the districts all
the Chairmoen of the 39 dis-
trict councils cach recemved
a copy of the new Coneitg-
ton,

Following the abrogation
of the 1962 Constitation by
Obote, the powers of both

Inssch an enviconment, the
people’s rights on how they
should be governed were
sacnificed

Dharing the promulgition
af the 1995 Constitution,
President Yoweri Museveni
suid "the Constitution has
restared what Obote ook
nwiy lrom ooe peapie, en-
franchlsing the people of
Ugnnda”

He added thae when (e
NRM capiured power its
goal was 16 restore Uganda
on the comtitutional road.
Centrul 10 this path, is to
peovide rules of govermance,
and adequatcly defining the
roles of the state orgam
within the precepts of s=pa-
rston of powers. -

To symboluse power sepa-
ration, President Yowen
Museveni performed a cer
emony of p

the Leg and the Jo-
diciary were greatly 1am-
pered with. Also affected
were powers of the districts
and federal states to con-
duct their affaiss.

I} the powers were
withdrawn and
roncentrated un-

der the Central Govern-
ament, A country that had

been under 68 years ol co-

lonial rule, had no strong
mstitutions. So after inde-

In the new Comstitution,
presidential powers hyve
been remarkably reduced
from the date of promulga
tion. The president has now
got o take deciions with
the approval of the Parlia-
ment. The Pariament has
considerable powers to hold
the executive accountable,

lmplying that presidential

uwpyq"h‘wf.‘nnmrul‘mu to lhrMnywq'Kcmpah
.l'p.

president, members of Pas-
‘iament and local govern-
ment leaders, the peaple
will be investing in both the
exccutive and legubiure. So
both the ex=cutive and leg-
ulature are accountable 1o
the people

The people’s power b fus.
ther enhanced by having
the power to recall the

appointments have to be
approved by parliament
d in discharge of his dis
tiea a4 the executive head of
state, the president has 1o
conlorm ta the Constitution
with constant vetting of his
decisiony by Parliament,
The new Constitution hay
prominent mechanism of
checks and balances of the

Since 1967 over concentration

of power in the presidency
attracted heated contest for the
seal, at the same time those in

leadership hang

on power.

1

of the Constitution to the
three organs during the pro-
mulgation. He as 3 repre-
sentative of the executive
retained ane, and presenied
a copy lo Justice Seith
Muyindo, who received it on
behall of the Judiciary, and
another 1o the Vice Chair-
man of NRC Haji Moses
Kigonge representing the
Legulatuce

1E Copnes

¥ e they conld not
appropriately camry the
enormaus powers at the
centre. This was the genesis
of mumanagement

With all the power under
Jcentral Government the ex-
ccutive was strengthened,
and most especiaily the
president who was en-
trusted with a lot of powers.
This is one aspeet that nur-
tured dictatorial tendencics
i the leadesas

Az 3 gesture of devol

Under the 1067 Constits-

tion the pr WES 2T~
gated such powess that bhe
would appoint and dsoas
govermment offacmis 2t will
and ako decide on aocial
s mithout adegoate con-
sultation

For mstance the persident
had power 1o dechire war, he
could direct the Inspector
General of Police on mam-
ining and securing public
safety and also had powers
to dissolve parfament

executive. It requires thar
the president be directly

clected

In the past it was the po-
litical party that had won
majority seats (o present ity
presidential candidates 1o
become president. Going by
the obsession of political
parties in Uganda, voters in
real terms voted the party
not the presidential cands-
dates

This bindered wider le.
gitimacy of the presdem
and ceruainly affected his
popularity In fact under the

ber of parl for
Failure to representing them
elfectively. This will nmke
the members of parliament
more accountable to the
praple.

Similarly the peopls now
have the power ta fight in
detence of the Constitution
ma provided in Article 4 (4)
"All citizens of Uganda shull
have the right and duty al
all times to defand this Cop
stitution and in particalar 1o
resst any pcmll or RI\)I]P
of persons secking 10 over
throw the established consu-
tutional order.™

Suspension, overthrow
and abrogation ef the Con
sutubion i3 outlawed. The
1967 Constitution waxa
characterised with several
supensions to allow groups
of peaple form government
by prochamation which was
actally extra constitutional
means

But because the Constitu-
tion was not popular, it had
been debated and enacted
by a National Assembly
whose term in office had
expired and it alienated the
people from the rulers. In
this case the people did not
mind about the extra con-
stitutionabism if at all they
understood it

Even the NRM el had
o supend parts of the 1967

1967 Constimution the presi  Comstitution to cnable it es
dent had no popuiar mas-  tablish a govermment in
daic 1o decide on imporant 1986, Soch means of as
natcnoal usues especially cending to power will in fu-
when not subject 1o the e ture be ualikely if all Ugan-
tany of parimment dans commut themseives to
ow power has  the rule of biw
been given o the The chequered political
people to decide  history of Uganda is party
ho-tnb:;mm:dthmugh allnbul.nlmdnrupet!lnd
referenda or el people’s igr e of the
By directly electing the . C ion. This coupled

P

=“The Constitution has restored what Obote took away from our people....”

From chaos to Order

for power
ps and
brncy dis

among "DJT.
nlmﬁ}r for e
integrated polith
Since 1967 ov ¢
tration of power |
dency attmeted |
test for the seat
lime those i |
hanged on powe
mg the stion
The old Cons
not limit the p
terms. Politicing. « then ar
gued tiat komtin . presiden
tial terms was tan anvount to

chncen-
the presi
=ied con
e s
lership
agyravat:

ution did
ssscderntinl

Wl ta
11 1 ac
dicimion
he new
o A pres
xeniun of

X "

i I
ln!lm ALi 1o the
Ugandda W itutiogal
Comuusssin wh arzafsned
them wte a din  Constive
ton which s eloated by

Avembhbly
new Can
According to Armicle 1,

people bave the wwer, and

they shall be zoverned
through their w | and con
sent i regubar | oo and faic
electons or refe ~nda. Gow
ermment will i« i power

from the O astin
which deves & authority
from the proph whe agree
o be governesl « antiution-
ally Jobhn
Lockes theory wiing that
Government i ni
mate unbes i |
sent of the po
that civil wars

tions do not ali=n decide
how w country | governod
bt anly mabe i impossille
1o pgovert a ey, Sa by
the new Coustil Hon's pres
seriptions, Ugania st on
adefinite course lrnm chaus

ution

This cve &ra

ul revaolu

to order
®  National | esistance
Army {NK1 renamed

Uganda P oples De.
fence Fore: (UPDF)
® Ceniral G veroment
Represeat: iive (CGR)
becames Pastrict Rens

demt Con mmioner
{DRC)
® Teaching 5 rvice Com
mission i- now the
Education Sc"vur
Commussiva (ESC)
®  Following he promul

gation of ti.e constity-
tion, the Vice Chair
man of NEM and his
deputy zi= now re-
ferred 10 a5 ihe speaker
and deputy speaker re-

spectively.

®  The politic.|| head of a
distreet @ 1ac District
Chairman

@ The followag deticts
now cauTy ~tne identi-

® Kapchors . of Scbei;

Moyo of M audi Kitgum,
Gulu of A holi; Lira,
Ap;o..\_;_ €%, Iganga,
Jinja, E.muli of
Bumogs, habarole of
Toro: Hoixa, Masindi
of Bumvor: Rahingal,
Mukono, Luwere,
Mpg Ms=ka, Rakai,
Mubende Riboga, of
Buganda. Bushenyi,
Mbarar, I ungams of
Ankole. s
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