Ferdaral constibation issehe
authosity in the state resides: As we have naed
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supreme lepislative suthorily s shared botwean the senetal
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The guestion to. which v have Lo address ourselses
now s why i af thase b [ypes af uunatll'uhun should
bepreh_lwd to the olbier for Niges

The diversity of Nigeria s wall known. Theid avs,
however, corlain festures of this diversity whicl, becanse
of their |m1_1o-rt'1ncu anc b Lol eebvance by our d\',fussmn
deserve special mention asd atention.
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respertivelj-‘, our counbay s s
notso when the grownds or ooy .mmn are shifted and
the Facts ave made knowr that Nigeria is higger i stee
than France plus the two Germanys, and that, with a
population of 556 mulhoeac s e pinth largest countey in
the world.

It has been estimat
o ethaic groups n the

o chire ane about 250 natienal
o1 ey cachowith e own distinet
lanpuage. Untl it is offically or otherwise authoritatively
confirmed, we should dis this fgure as both Fankastic
and unrefiable, I any ¢ are ten principal national
aroups in Migerla which constitate about 80 pes cent of
the entire populal;un They are (poputation ligure in
) 3.6 millionl;, Yoruba (13
Jmlllon} b (7 ik il (3.2 vidlion); Kanur
{25 million): Tiv (1.5 4mnil Il.Jll],Jmu- (s million) Edo {08
willion) 1 Urhobo e mifliand; MNoepe 0.5 million), These
ten and the cther national yeoups, who are still to be
identified separately, are divirse in they origing, and speak

different languages
In many respects, thar cullwal patlerns, political

mstitutions, social slandards, and custormary usapes differ

viery widely.

The geographical features of the countey wvary
engrmously from Akassa aid Clpalbio in e south to Kaura
Namodaand Kokawa in the nortl, :

Indigenous religious beliels and pragtives, whicl, o ¢
great exlent; arestll resistant to lhe proselytizing intiuences
of Christianity and Mohammedanism, vary not only from
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[Native Authonty) Tevel u‘r appearance, as Nigerians,
. d national governmental scenes slaried
hat feebl and’ ngla; dos.ge Bntlsh iutehge, only in:
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iTeld bgan 1e-;namr.d.
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Iht‘ emuyu,m of several mdt_pendr.
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l[u, v'\rlouﬁ
national gioups:
overriding desi
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s Ab was our
erstwlile British’ m'ulords who So orgamsed and
ddmmsn.md our a airs that W ]'Iil&, t h_n],c_grgmps still
yearn passionately ;
they nometheless
advaniages of rem
result that today, ff)l masons of fete
praspetity, the welfaré and happlan
international prestige ! AIUIT (T
LLlelﬂUOn wl‘urh would be gravely 1rnpm led we were.
to-allw the BmLsh heritage of One Nigerta to dissipate,
weare milumblv rebolvnd o prose ]u;_ nnity of the
wonntry. E
it lw cae of the unitarians Is that k]nh unity can only be
prc'-,g e under a unifary constitution. C)n[}‘r this ind of
conslitution, they contesl, can eradicate repionalizm and
tribalism, and promote economy and e feney i
administration, The Tederalisls on thio ol ranel, dLny
the clains of e Unitarians, and maintain that, in the
peeuliar :ircunutanu_s of N:buna onfe a f(.ﬂ(.‘ldi
constitution can foster imity with | :_Unu)n.’[ among the:
eli vl nduonal bwu;n i
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inciples whlch are
ncessan fucuom

possible because homo sapiens—whether

sagﬁe_ti; es within _Africe, Europe, ﬁus_t.rali.a, America; or Asia- —exhibis the

riain madttoes, - i
which polilical selentists and analy

same general charactenistics and evinees the same reachon

Lunder a-given political situation. For instance, no man is. g

ever perpanently attuned to oppression and tyranny;
sooner or later, the oppressed and tyrannized will, if need
be perforce, recover their freedom and assert it, Again,

_fun_damer!_ta]_ human rights are recognized and

appreeimud' everywhere, and no one is happy if he is
arbitranly deprived of any of them, Even the savage or
primitive man was reported to be very pleased when he
cnjoyed, among other things, the iight of lif, to free speech,
mavement; and associalion; although if he had the power
to enfores his caprigitus will; he would not besitale Lo
deny the same sources of pleasure to his neighbours and
those under his sway.

Llncloublr.dly, po]r.tlcrsl principles are by no iteans as
exacl and immutable as the principles or laws of physical
and naliral sciences, Mevertheless, certain events of
history have shown, again and again, that who ignore or
believe they can circurmvent such puditical principles as
are well established do so al therr own peril or at the cost
ot the welfare and happiness of thei people.

I other words, we make bold toassert that at this stage
iy the evelution of man, it is possible to discern political
principles  or  laws  of
ll1'|]\"t'[.‘~'-a| apphcat](m \,\-‘hich
must determine the type of
constitution best suited to-a
given ccouniry. it s alsa
possible; i the face of such
general principles, to declare
and predict that any wide
departure from them, in
identical cases and
circumstances, & boursd to
come to griel seoner or Jater,

It is ineumbent upon us,

; therefore, In making a choice
Between a unitary and o federal eonstilulion, to endeayour
to discover, from the empircal facts constilution, to
eodeavour te discover, from the empirical facts which
political history supplies, and from the empirical facts
its have reactad,
whether there are any patentand well-established political
neiples by which our action cay be guided. And if we
cover them, to follow them with abjective fidelity,
whaic\-’u our pri..{h]{:l.twn.h, persunal Fet_lu'l;\& or g
aspirations. It s natural, in political discussians espedally
thase relating to the making of a new constitulion

s

" i

Amimediately alter a revoltution, thal a good ideal of emotian
cand seniment ohiould come inte play. But in this

connEio, bwo ll'l'lPU\Ld.xll poinks must be borne ‘,Lllctl\-
and wiviely in nnd.
Fagstly, emotion may be likened to a driverless velicke in

cgreatly accelerated mobon, The terible danger which such

a vehicle constitutes to its cocupants and other rosd wsers
should gewitheut saying, But this vehicle can havea diiver;
subjeckive reason or infuition is one, objective reason is
another, Subjective reason or inluition {(.)(L‘LJ.II n religion

where it may pass for divine revelation) s an unscientific
-and anrebable driver. In contrast, however, abjective reason
(s a scientific and reliable driver whose credentials and
- ompetence, unlike those of subjective reason; erc verifiable

and-demonstrable, We are fully aware that a famous saying
has it tha: ‘emotion rules the world”. No wonder then that

_the countries of the wiorld ave alweys in collision with one

another, and koo 0o peace or harmany!

Secondly, the formulation of o constitution for a country
is a solomy and prave unciutakmb Those who are
pr‘lwleg,ad to be charged with this solemn and grave

-responsbj lity need :1|uc11 more than mere emotional

impulses and wireflactive patriotic assignment of
fashioning a new conslitation for T\1germ wo need
emational impulses and patriotic sentiments in large

“measure, They will provide us, ag we have noted, with a

powerful fast moving vehicle. But we must, as a matter of
unavoldable necessity, see to it that objective reason takes
the steering, in order thal the safety of our journey and of
our arrival at our desired destination may be fully and
confidently puarantead.



